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Butterfly Longitudinal Research Project

About

Beginning in 2010, Chab Dai Coalition’s Butterfly Longitudinal Re/integration Research
Project (BLR) was a 10-year project following the lives of 128 child & adult survivors of human
trafficking, exploitation, and/or abuse.

Research Project’s Core Objectives

Explore the perceptions and experiences of a cohort of victim/survivors of sexual
exploitation and trafficking about their lives and re/integration experiences.

Facilitate local annual roundtable discussions, forums, and workshops with anti-
trafficking partners and stakeholders on themes and findings.

Provide specific confidential feedback to partner organizations, as needed and
requested.

Disseminate the findings of publications to broad audiences of practitioners,
programmers, policy makers, government bodies and academics

Publications

2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 End of Year Reports

Reflection on Methodology (2014)

Resilience: Survivor Experiences and Reflections (2014)

Survivor Experiences and Perceptions of Stigma: Reintegrating into the Community (2015)

Economic Reintegration of Survivors of Sex Trafficking: Experiences and Expressions of
Filial Piety and Financial Anxiety (2015)

The Forgotten Cohort: An Exploration of Themes and Patterns Among Male Survivors of
Sexual Exploitation & Trafficking (2016)

Butterfly Longitudinal Research Project’s Top 10 Findings... so far... (2018)

Experiences in Shelter Care: Perspectives from Participants in the Butterfly Longitudinal
Study (2018)

Perspectives of Survivors of Human Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation on Their
Relationships with  Shelter Staff, The British Journal of Social Work,
https://doi.org/10.1093/bjsw/bcz128 (2019/20)

Future Publications

Children of the Wood, Children of the Stone: the Journeys of Faith for Survivors of Sex
Trafficking (2020)
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A Decade of Survivor Voices: Findings and Recommendations Collected Over 10 Years
from the Survivors within The Butterfly Longitudinal Research Project (2020)

« Unresolved Vulnerabilities: Factors Contributing to Re-Exploitation and Violence Following
Relintegration of Trafficking Survivors (2020)

» Navigating the Legal System: Experiences and Perceptions among Trafficking Survivors
in Cambodia (2020)

» Research on the Research: Practical Recommendations for Future Studies and Program
Evaluations with Trafficking Survivors (2020)
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Methodology

Longitudinal Research Design

Longitudinal Research is defined as: “(a) collecting data for each item or variable for (at least)
two or more distinct time periods; (b) analysing the same or at least comparable subjects or
cases from one period to the next; and (c) analysing data which involves some comparison
between or among periods” (Menard, 2002, p2).

More specifically, Butterfly is a Prospective Panel Longitudinal Research, designed to
interview the same 128 survivors of human trafficking, exploitation, and/or abuse over the
course of the 10 year project—a world’s first of its kind. (Babbie, 2007; Bryman, 2008;
Menard, 2002)

Mixed Methodology

Simultaneously Quantitative and Qualitative through cross analysis between In-Depth
Interviews and Quantitative Surveying

While always longitudinal in nature, Butterfly has taken a mixed methodology approach in
its data collection and reporting. This has allowed for a diversity of ways a respondent can
volunteer their story to the research team. Mixed method and longitudinal surveying has
also developed a deep sense of trust between the researcher and participant as subjects
are investigated and reflected upon during the interviews.

This has also allowed Butterfly researchers to let the data speak to the way it should be
reported rather than the other way around. This makes Butterfly reports more accessible
to Butterfly’s global audience and diversity of learning styles.

2011-2013 heavy focus on quantitative data collection and reporting

2014 Reflection led to a change in the project’'s Methodology: “In the light of the overall
purpose of this research, which is to listen to the perspectives and experiences of
victim/survivors, the team believes at this point in the study a stronger focus on a qualitative
approach is more appropriate for capturing the nuances and complexity of people’s lives.”
(Miles, 2014, p5)

2014-2019: Mixed Methodology with heavy focus on Qualitative data collection and
thematic reporting
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