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.. ,,r ill know that what they end up with
. .:ed and this is book no exqeption.
rir up in the volume rvas hor.v it should

lause and consider three key areas: Sexual
R.as-ponse. Known as "The Triangle", the
and together is explained in the Introduction by
r,i and Reflection by Bill and Haddon.
three parts:

r , .:: _- jtjrr.e d 6-r. fbrces

, 
-'" eJrror. n-"rorllvl-li,anyone's control:

-. . .= -ii 
if'i''',t'l'",,H'il*['li:,t;il#'.

. r:r thc rr oi.ld.

"-..- 
, 

,.. 
-,i inr o juntarrr pause.

,.. ,',.-'"3tt. ,ri.e 
have persisted. While the_. ,,te Ihing r\as cerr2;h. .r_1 

.':- :J_-c in anJi-r".."];':"'' 'tre need to

, , ,J...,;;;;,'lTl l'a reconcire rhe

: 'l"t'ini,.l' 
rrotn the Paradigrns of

.: ..rc 
i oic.es of.expefls froll aroundr...,1).,,expeflenced 

pracrilioners-

r_ 
. 

. 
.:rlddie in_tretween. W; ;;,;;;: : - _ raid hecause *" *un, ,;";:"j- . ..hirransh;p, 

err.lr,;,;.."__":;. _-: ihen *,hat- \e understand and. .. age and grow.

. . : -.r, Erploitation in Scripture

.. :: f ireologically about Sexual Exploitation
..,Lsing Our Response to Sexual Exploitation

',: - ng Serual Exploitation in Scripture helps us to explore places in
'-,:e sexual exploitation, sexual harm, and other forms of
::ttrcking take place, and understand their relevance fbr those who

-' :: Ced hann. Christa Foster Crawford and Bryon Lippincott use
;;inrar and Judah to demonstrate that unless we see what "The-God-

. , . s.es rve will get our practice very wrong. They also provide guidance
see and do better. Jennifer Singh introduces us to a bible study

- ,ri corres out of theology fi'om the margins and helps us understand
' ::r in prostitution in Ethiopia read the story of Hagar as encouragement

- nrakes a way where there is no way. Andrew J. Schmutzer takes a

- e lnto the story of Sodom and other sexual violence in Scripture to
: :triking patterns and similarities of sin. David Tombs dentonstrates hon
:ring of Jesus at the crucifixion involves sexual humiliation and abuse.

: rltrrestheimplicationsthatthistheological insighthastbrpractice.Glenn
:lerden and Leslie Harley bring an academic and a surriror pir:lrr'ii,;

- ; 'rr to explore the meaning of authority throughout Scripture an,i conn".. :
' .lr'misuse of authority in both sexual exploitation and aftercare Joni L.

' ldleton shows us how the imago Dei (image of God) found in the bur,rr, ,r.

: :>is and the New Testament reinforce the importance of disnin in c,ur

--:.ce. Tim Davy engages with Psahn 10 to show us the in-rplications rrilhe
' ,t Dei (mission of God) for the church in advocating for unaccompanied

' :nr-seeking children who are at risk of trafficking, abuse and exploitation.
' j finally, Amanda Avila Kaminski uses a literary analysis of-Lantentations
:rtroduce us to the practice of larnent prayer as a way fbr exploited women to

: ..:rrSS their griel" anger, and protest at what has happened to them.
Part I[: Thinking Theologically about Sexual Exploitation helps us to

: \elrine how we think and talk about God and sexual exploitation, and how this
-:iapes our theology and our practice. Leah Edwards uses Kingdom of God

eology to exp[ore and challenge the motivations of Christian abolitionists. Dan
Pratt explains unhelpful theologies of the cross and demonstrates how Black
Saturday provides a middle space where God's presence can be experienced in

, 
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Introduction
The problem ofsexual abuseand the exploitation ofboys and young
absent from the attention of the media, the awareness of the chL
assistance of helping organizations. I{owever. this problem i, p,..r.
our modern-day context, it can also be found in the pages of the B
better understand - and respond to _ this problem will be tne I

chapter, with perspectives from biblical refleltion on the e*perienc
findings fiom the disciprine of sociar ssience drawn fronr research
providers, and an examination of the role of spirituality and
survivors.

This ghapter will look at the story of'Joseph and how he was rn
slavery by his brothers, and later sexuaily abused and humiliated b.
his boss. This will chailenge the way sexuar exproitation anJ t.rin.i
addressed by faith-based organizations, which has focused preJo
women and girls. Secondly, this chapter will survey research fron.
Asia that provides evidence of how this disparity happens and wili
that males should not be ignored. Finally, ihis chaptlr will look a
spirituality and resilience, based on 

"rid"n"" from research con
sexually exploited men in Manila into how their spirituality l
resilience in a way that is not so dissinrilar Joseph,s story.

Scope and Focus
The authors are not in an1, \\,a), suggesting that fentale sexual
exploitation should be disrrissed or mini,rizerl but that the amount r
(ncluding funding, research. go\.ernrnent and NGO support inclr
Based Organizations) shoLrld be der.otecl to males in p.opo,tio,, to
exploitation and abuse Ihev ernerience.

The research consideied is nrainll fi.om Cambodia, Thailan
Philippines where the .eliuirrLi. .-..,nt.rt, are Theravada Bud,
christianity/catholicisni. South .{sia has .ot been included due
diflerences between the reli. r:.

There are a large number c,i r-r..tra, FBOs rvorking on antltraf
anti-sexual exploitation -...;.. 'r3 nrajority of ttese non_pr(
exclusively or mainh r\tr:- ., .-:t .rnJ girl 

'beneficiaries. 
This r

exclusionary and conser,,:. i, - . -- :ur:l ittitudes of organizatior
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of theser'ra-loruty non-profit,r
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iers, and donors working in South-East Asia towards males as victims of
mtion.

Gender Dillerertce.s

lcanizations and individuals uorkins in development believe that girls
-ren require "more care and attention" than n.rales. Grieger notes this as

. .t,ce where a young man's ven'maleness and perceived (greater) agency
,-:ainst him".r Many stakeholders rvorking in the human rights sectorpaint
'zed picture, where males are perpetrators of crimes and women and
"r: the victims. Grieger found that an NGO working with young men in
- \lai. Thailand was told by others in the NGo community that these men

i "real" victims and that they would only "steal fiom you and lie to you.
- good comes from those boys,,.2 This outdated and reductionist
,.rn of victirnhood may be one of the reasons that the majority of both

:r:ning and research on sexual violence in the regiorr exclusively fbcuses
-ren and children.r As Hilton et al. succinctly note in their seminal
r e expiorative research on the sexual abuse of boys in Cambodia:

-rst majorit-v of local contemporaD, academic discourse also contributes to
nral be described as the "f'eminization of ictirnization". creating the':::ion that boys are invulnerable^ rarelv abused, less seriously allected-when

:r'!- an(Vor more likely to be abusers of other.s than victims.a

, r iew is illustrated in'the cambodian proverb: "A girl is like a piece of
:ren: when it is soiled it is ruined forever. whereas a boy is like a piece

- if dropped in the mud it can be easily washed clean.', This proverb
,.zes the vulnerability of girls and their lack of agency and resilience. For

assumes that they are able to get up, dust thernselves ofL and coniinue
. nothing has happened. This implies boys are resilient and Lackinc i.

.:.ility, juxtaposed as the opposite of girls. In realin. bo1 s can be., .^_.: ..
,rie as girls, but are often less likely to seek help because rher l..i': ., 

":: iler &S weak. Furlhennore, they are often less likelr ttr be o-ie:e; -.:
: rhey are assumed to be inherently strong.

The Role oJ'Media
:..rn of male sexual exploitation is commonly trivialized in n:e;i" :::

,' .ulture. Hollywood films such as,,h:lagic Mike". as uell as prrp*.;.
.,ir'as and soap operas in South Korea, philippines. and Japan hare

- zed the use of male escorls and sex workers and ascribed an inherenr
- to males who sell sex. Males in the sex trade are presented as manh.
, , r e, and in control of their bodies. Males who remove their clothes on
,:: thought to demonstrate pride or self-confidence at their willingness to
- rheir bodies. There is a continuing subtext of agency ancl power, which

-:r.2012: 57).

-r.2412:60-6 1).

1005: 209).
rt a/, 2008: 8).
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presents a caricature of rnasculinity and neglects the experiences c

inclividuals involved. The experience of fbmales is cotnmonly the inverse o

Fen.rales who trade sex are more likely to be seen as dirty or downtrodden.

are less likely to be seen as willirrg participants bttt are more likelv to be sr

the v ict irns of social cconotn ics.

The media, along with many internationai development agencie:

organizations, continue to propagate the stereotype of the "acceptable" r

*uking it increasingly hard to "recognize the exploitation of tlrose who t

fit this (vulnerable female) archetype [...] their status as exploited individr

delegitimized".s This is somewhat due to the role of the media, especialll i

,r.d by NCOs that sensationalize the exploitation of youllg girls and $

who are portrayecl as passive and innocent victims of the violence inflictec

them bl,the patriarchal societies they live in. In his article on the tratfick

men and boy s. Jones describes this "powerful traditional narrative used b)

personalities and commentators to describe lrunran trafficking th
sensationaiized accout.tts of heinous male predators molesting fenrale ca1

,,rhi1e ignoring the significant number of male victims of forced labor ar

:rl it-l c k rn s",

I ttcrccw'ate Images oJ Victimization

Th.s .ldeal ized" intage and the stories associated with it "sell" to donors bt

li:er are simpie ancl lend greater publicify- and funding opporlunities

Lrrganizations involved. A tnore complex picture of exploitation, whete

inJir iduals rvith diverse identities are victims of institutionalized patte

erploitation with no obvious scapegoat to blame fbr the perpetration ot

crlmes is arguably less $lamoror:s and might be seen as "simply too cornp

ntost audiences to process".T In this way. the irnage of the male victim i

different fiom the female one and is often "too problematic to be understo

it does not "meet the criteria of how a victim should act or look".S These an

towards male survivors of sexual violence not only contribute to greatel :

and isolation of these individuals (which, in turn, can often leave them t-,

re-exploitation) but also present a narrow picture ofexploitation that nri

many into thinking this type of exploitation does not exist. This in n
discounts or denies the seriousness of the exploitation of women and gl

Hilton e1 a/. explain clearly in the preface to their research:

Thc existcnce o1'this stud,v cloes not assume or irnply thatrecognition. resou:

seryices zurcl protection lor girls ancl \\gtnen are adecluatc - fbr that is clearll

the case. It is hoped. hotvevet. that b1 recognizing nnd highlighting issues

nrales. this study may,expand our r,rndet'standing olthe culture of sexual abuse

rapc ancl contribute positi\cl1 to thr- rrell-beillg ofall victinis and surviror

scrual uhusc. rrhatcrer their iJcnrir..

s 
lCirieger" 2012:60).

6 
1.lones. 2010: I 144).

7 lcrieger. 2012:57).
8 lGrieger. 2012: 58).

" (llilron et al..2{r,08:5).
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SContext,thequalitativenanlle.,i,Jll:r3learchispafticularlyimportant.
laliandSargentnot",'f"ttgrLrup:of"probiematicvictims"havebeen

"excluded fiom the opponiinln Io Jt'ntrilrute their own narratives to

-t;;;;;rtra;g'* iii" ortit;, tl.re. hare been scripted"'Io Giving

etploited males i chance to tell tireir os n stories in their own words is

, as "[p]racti""r plfiti'-t*pon"' to erploitation ["'] cannot be crafted

. e reality i, tro*n I ol'-'d that knot' ledge can only be learned from those

.ltfected,,.L'Inordertoilformbestpracticesincurrentandfutureservige
r (both pr"r"ntion u"d aftercare) for bo-vs and men' it is crucial to listen

:CCountSofabuseandthecilcullstancesaroundtheseincidentsaswell
.Decificneed'to.'""o*vandrehabilitation.Intheir2008study"Hilton
..rcl that their respondents offered a rich and creative range ofresponses

: u,hat they w#ed from their families. supporl staff, and authorities irr

I,."" , positive recovery experien.ce.'r:

parlicipants stated tha; thei needed caregivers.to believe them' respect

: tidentiality, and show them kindness aid patien':' Mu"y NGO staff

:'3 also int".rie*J 
'aw 

boys as difficult' aggressive' and disobedient

-.i to gcnerally -'.o'npliunt and well behaved",girls' respondingreactivel)

: trrlor rather than ieeking and addressing the root cause ol lt.ln a non-

j:3ll:I]anner.l]W}endiscussingthecommercialsexualexploitationof
,.retnam, UNICEF states that:

:zecl care antl protection measules are required which address the reception

..nrinistrative pro..O,,t''-fo' bols and their recovery and reintegration

: rcnts. Boys equally Jt'""'" commttnity care options and wiil require

. -'...n-nlnOu,ion lacilities' And,.iust as ivith.girls' it is not satistaotory to

'rr s in centres lnl. a,ug-uJti"i'o''io'gtitl" children rvith other needs (child

,.';";iil;"*ilr'Jirruiriries). B"oy victims ofl commercial sexual

,uion require the san.re ievet oLspecialized support as girls'ra

Recognizing the Abuse and Exploitation of Boys and Men:

A Biblical Reflection

section,wewiilconsiderhowthesto4ofJosephillustratesthe
:.1ity of males as well as females to abuse' erploitation'.and trafficking'

.: oarallels that are relevant to the modern-dai erp.',loitation of boys and

:St. we cannot look at prostitution without also considering the injustice

.-',. Scriptur" o 
"l"u' 

tlhat those who hare resollic's shtruld provide for

-.r do not and that we are accountable to God itr ensii:' ll.rat tl.re lights of

- .:r.rd vulnerable are met' Although manl abolitic'r sl' il ntrt like the tetm

.,, i and Sargent, 2011 as cited in Grieger' lL) ll: -

.'.. )012; 9).
-:r a:..20d8: 87-88; 107-109; I 16-l l7; 121 t

.'r a/., 2008: I 56-157).

.F and MOLISA, 201 l: 54)'

', 
-*.=--'"***t'l*:Ll
-r.ffi.H[ffi

,- --: erploitation ot 5't.i*i';*,',"ffi;;;tffi

'' .,- ,[1:.ff,",1",T1i;";;; rema; 'un*{
-.-. ..., "iilu[ 'i"ti'"* 

of forced labor ani {
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..sex work,.because it implies choice alongside other forms of work. th; '

is that many of the people involved in prostitution do so because their :'

tlre only commodiry left for them to sell. Due to the assumptions applie*

male gender, it may seem unthinkable to many heterosexuai men that the'

be in i position where they would need to sell themselves as sex objects :.

willing to pay fbr it. However. this is the reality for many men - both th''- '
identifi, u, hornor"rral and those rvho identify as heterosexual - not :

they enjoy it or because they have a real choice, but because they and the.: :

needto survive and options available to them to earn money are resl:''

things that are undesirable and dangerous.

li 1 Corinthians 6:15, we are reminded that our bodies are tnembers c: .

we are persuaded that it is never appropriate for a member of christ to ur: :

a prostiiute because they rvill beco,re one body with her/him: the tu o -

one flesh (6:16). Earlier in the chapter, male prostitutes and "sod_omr:"

listed among the wrongdoers who rvill not inherit the Kingdom of Go'J :

is olinteresithat Paul neverlheless is speaking out to members of the Cc:

chr-Lrch u.hich riould have included male prostitutes and "sodomites"

3ssUines ther are present and not rejected from being a member olthe :

Beaf ins in ,iind tlie pre'ious comment about poverty, it is also of note th":

t. :,.r,-on rhe list of u.rongdoers. Forcing someone to prostitute themse

Sflit3trrl3 eise due to the poverly you have created and your greed is a:'

111 ..13 111gr13ilr s rong than the persOn who has tO do Sex work to Survir e

\t-r\\ \\e can tLlrn to the story of Joseph itself. In Genesis, Joseph lvas '
h r,. brotl.rers tbr 20 pieces of siiver to the Ishmalites (Midianite traders) to :

a slar e in Eg1'pt (Cen. 37: 12-36). Back then, as rvell as in the prese:

tantilies must be carefully considered for their potential involvemen:

traffickirrg of children.rs .loseph was stripped of the beautiful gament :-

been give-n to him by his father, likely as a way to humiliate him and sl mb;

take iway the favor given to him. His brothers took the garment dippe;

blood of an animal ur fulr* "evidence" to their father that Joseph had beei.

Although victimhood in sexual abuse is generally assumed to be of '
by males,ihe story of Joseph is an example where this is turned on its he:

victim of trafficking is a young man who, like a number of people u

trafllcked for other reasons, became embroiled in a situation where '

sexually harassed and abused, but in this case by the wife of his wealthl I

Potipher (Gen. 39). Potipher was captain of the palace guard, an oti

Phaiaoh, tt"," t ing of Egypt' Echoing Joseph's childhood, Potipher'

grabbed holcl of his robe p;iven to hirn by lrer husband and pulled it off hil

iu, u*ry from her, using it as false ''evidence" that he had raped her' Th'

stories ofJoseph being itripped ofhis robes should be read in conjunctir

David Tonrbs' chapter addressine the nakedness of Christ, found earlier

volume.
Certainly, many prostituted l oLlng tl.ren (and wotnen) are longing for.sc

to provide what they see as the securiq ol a u ealthy country/home. and fr

to te taken away frotn their situatitrrr of poverty by a rich man or womi

1 5 (Gozdziak, 20 1 0; Raffert"v-, 2007; R r0 r 5).
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r rvood moyie "Pretty W'ontctii," Sai1i . these situatiolls might appear to

,j best interest of the p'erson in the b,e ginnin_tr bnt there are many examples

:re situation becomes abusire anJ etptoitiue later on' We can only

,i.-rrhat nright have happened to the ri eli-built and handsome Joseph had

::l to proviie regular se*ual sett ices to Potiphar's wife' Although he may

.Jetherightdecisionmoralll,"choosingtonotadheretoherdemandshad
, -esative consequences rvhereb-v he ended up. in iail' 9ut l:t:ut 'n

:,e has made us aware of young '"tl being hired by lonely' wealthy

rIaffied to senior government rninisters and businessmen but see very

- lhem. Research on this phenomenon is more prevalent in Africa than

',,1ore research is needed but, as it involves people of wealth and power'

.: is well hidden.

- nderstanding the Abuse and Exploitation of Boys and Men:

A Review of the Research

.,i u,e have seen a picture of males as victims in the story of Josep-h' we

' to an eramination of the problem in the modem context' based on a

: review of sexual violenceigainst boys and men in Southeast Asia'

Regional

:ri of the literature on sexual abuse of children in the region, UNICEF

.. the prevalence of child sexual abuse of boys in East Asia.and the

.'lliebetween3oh-16.5o/o,withthisprevalencebeingslightl-u"higher.for
:n females in low-income countries in the region colrpared to niiddle-

- r-inconre countries.rT However, the repofl clearll. or,rtlines the I arious
' osi.ol issues with this type of.meta-analysis" inclr,rding underrept riirLi.

- ,lei'initions of sexual abuse, and varying measuring s\ stenls'
'-.;;.;";; meta-analysis of studiei on child 

"airrearnreni 
:'- E:.: -.' ,

' 
ricific, Fanget al' found child sexuai abuse rates lbr m:le' i:' :3 ' : -:

- :come countries. l4.58% in lower-middle income counrles - -:'

Jdle income countries, and 3'09% in high-inct-inle ''r'-:'::;:
. . tlterc are also ertensive methodological issue: u ith -'-' *r 

'-- --':
.: to these World Bank income brackets as rvell as rrith ana:-'zl:=. ::.::

.l Jir..t. sludies.r"
', er of men, women and children receiving post-trafficking sen ices ':

.. ,r. Thailand, and Vietnam found lhat l4'6oh of male respondent-'

: . r\periencing sexual violence prior to migrating' and 2'69o of nlales

r:elemy Kuate-Defo, 2004).

'.CEF,2014: 14)'

:..; er a\.,2015:154).
-| er a\.,2015: t51-160).

Stepping Out c'' : ,,.

.r'.,rice alongside other lorms of work.::.
i ,.'.r ed in prostitution do so because the:
-: -' tr sell. Due to the assumptions app-.::
'. -..'.:le to many heterosexual men that ::.:
:,-. : leed to sell themselves as sex objecr-

" ::.s is the reality for many men - both

-','.; uho identify as heterosexual - nu':

i :' .. :rDl choice. but because thev and tr..,-

trailable to them to earn money are

! dangerous.
:. ::.::nded that our bodies are members .:
';: .-:::-opriate for a member of Christ to

':. :re one body with her/hirr: the. n'i :

he chapter, male prostitutes and "so
','" :.:, ,,r ill not inherit the Kingdom of Gol
e :.. r. speaking out to members of the

r. . -;. nrale prostitutes and "sodomiles-
: :':. ected from being a member of I:.:

Dornment about poverty, it is also of note

:. : F!.:cing someone to prostitute
e::. i. Lru have created and your greed is

:.': ,,\ ho has to do sex work to survi" .
,:. .i,.'.el-.rh itself'. In Genesis, Joseph * -

, "': .ire lshnralites (Midianite traders r:-
: Back then, as rvell as in the

r ' : r::'il tbr their potential involvenlg::
:' :) .tlipped of the beautiful ganne:.:

:. ' . . ,ri a \\.aY to hurniliate hirn and sr r
, - j : l.rothers took the garnrent dip:::
: -:' .i ro theil fatherthatJosephhad bet-
:, .: ,':..!e is generally assumed to be 

"-.
-. .: :..:itrple where this is turned on its

--- ' .: uho. like a number of people

:;-.: -': embroiled in a situation u'hero

. ' -:ris case by the wifb of his rvealt:".

I uas captain of the palace guard, an

. : " . :ri .loseph's childhood, Potipl-":: ,

ptr-r him b1' her husband and pulled it

ifrlse "evidence" tlrat he had raped her.

led of his robes should be read in
s: - ': :':kedness of Christ, found eari:;:

r - r-ir1 land rvomen) are longing foi
,; :- ', .riaii'ealthycountry/home,anc

liuari.ln of poverty by a rich man or

r - ..,,. 20 l5).
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reported erperiencrnu rorced sex while in the trafficking situation
male respondenr in rhe srutjr u as tratficked for sexual pLirposes,,,

World Vision lbund rhar the nrajority of responiients in their
Thailand. Cantbodia. \'ietnanr. and Laoi ,,felt that girls were gene
be more vulnerable to abuse than boys,,, and sexual ubura *u, Iot .
threat to or "sontethirrg that coulcl happerl to boys,,.:2 Further
palticipants vie*'ed seruar abuse as somet-hing commiited by those ofamily and communitr'. .-s5ps.1rll1, 

where" the sexual ubrr. o
concerned".2i The report identif-ied these attitudes as reading to n
feeling shame in reporting abuse and their repofts not bein! take
recommending that "more attention shourcl be iaid to the sexial ab
which is less known and has been less researcired, especially as bo
vulnerable due to increased stigma surrounding homosexuality,,.r,

Cambodia
Child sex offunses by foreign pedophiles has been a significa
Cambodia, with local NGO Action pbur Les Enfants (AfiE) re1
61.6% of victirns of child ser offbnses frorn 2003-20r3'were bo.i
foreign preferential offenders.25 The Johns Hopkins U,rlr";ir.
Pro.iect also notes that Western men are typically involved in street p,
Carnbodia, targeting rnainly underage boys.* Due to the high visib
issue, research on the sexual exploitation of bol,s in Cambodi"a generr
on this area.

In a study on street-based child sexual exploitation by fbreigners (b
and residents) in Phnom penh and the beachside town Sih-anoukr
interviewed a group of child survivors of sexual exploitation, the r
whom were males. which reflected the high number of cases (g0g6
boys that their partner NGo ApLE had rec-eived prior to th. ,t a.,.,t
the demographics ofthe research, the following findings 

"on""., 
u.u

group of survivors. The study identified a nuiber oriist factors in tlof sexually erploited children: the death of one parent and/o
separation/divorce, large famiiies with ,any siblings, uf"onoiir,,.
violence, debt, parents with no or low paying meni-al jobs, lack c
education, and rural to urban rni_sration.:E Furthemore, only 3g% of tl
were regularly attending school at the time of abuse. and those nor
school or who never had,r.vere more Iikel1,, to be living or working or
and using drugs. Particularh noteriorlhrl rvas that 3g-% of the ;ild
who were currently or previoush using drugs regularly were male, ar

20 
lZimmemran et al..20 t.l: 3-l r

2i 
lZimmerman et al..20ll: 3I r.

22 lWorld Vision, 2014: jO: i}i.
23 lWorld Vision" 2014: 7Cr: i.
2a lWorld Vision. 201.1: 12: rl r

25 (APLE. 2014: to).
2tt (John llopkins l-tnilersirr p:,,:,
27 (Keane. 2006: 6).
28 

1Keane.2006: I3).

cct.1007: 108).



o: .er u,hile in the trafficking situation.:'l
:. ,. :s trafficked for sexual purposes.2r
.: :'r: r.naiority of respondents in their studl
:,:-'. ::nd Laos "felt that girls were generalli
c : '.-,:r bovs", and sexual abuse was not seen
'-:: rrruid happen to boys".zz Furthermort-
:: .:: -1s something committed by those

@i:cially where the sexual abuse of
i.: .'.-.:d these attitudes as leading to male
: ::-.s. :nd their repofts not being taken

=: . ..,rn should be paid to the sexual abuse
:! :-':: less researched, especially as bo1 s

i .. -::r.r .urrounding homosexuality".2a

,:- :inthodia
,:. -.' ::Jophiles has been a significant
O Action Pour Les Enfants (APLE)
sex offenses from2003-2013 were boys
ders.i The Johns Hopkins University
hrn men are typically involved in street
' .'i:r.,,ji bors.:" Due to the high visibilir.
,. ; ,.: : i.ation of boys in Cambodia generallr

I child serual exploitation by foreigners
r.r .. -r .,re Lreachside tou,n Sil.ranoukville.
[d surr-il ors of sexual exploitation, the
Eflected the high number of cases (80%)
)APLE had received prior to the study.27

carrh the following findings concern a

: ::' . eJ a number of risk factors in the
: :'. ' .' : death of one parent and./or

hmit;es u'ith many sibtings, alcoholism,
- .: ,o,.r pa.ving menial jobs, lack of
- .:' ,rn.r'Furthennore, only 38% of the

, :-e iir.r.ie of abuse, and those not
nnore likely to be living or working on

mmerlorthy was that 38% of the child
. , :-.. drugs regularly were male, and

F:oject.2007: 108).
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..'rere..alreadyusingdrugsbetbrethetiu-rethattheywerefirstsexually
:ed".2e The author i*dentified drug use as "a significant factor enhancing

,;lnerability of children to sexual exploitation"'r0 -Grooming 
was

:nced by halfofthe children" often b1 an "uncle" or godfather figure who

. lr.ovide food and shelter "to develop a relationship of trust and.control" -
' :l]dren had no expectation that this relationship would lead to sex.]l

: :n rvith a background of family violence and instability were noted to be

l: prone to falliig victim to a cycle of abuse and nrore open to grooming

-ques", as they *i.. .ug.. to engage with a person showing them attention'

-.s. and giving them gfts, all generally out oftheir ordinary experiences'32

r -seven per cent of the participants had also watched pornography with an

-r ;1. rr

rrre recent study focusing solely on street-working boys in Sihanoukville
..hat 47oh of respondents knew other boys who had been asked for sexual

_ :s by foreign adults, and llYo knew ofboys who had been asked the same

-.tls.:o thi,!,-eight per cent of the pafiicipants sr"trvey_ed reported being

r touched by an adult and269'o of this group stated that the p_elpetrator

=ine further ihan iust sexually touching them" (it is also significant that

::clinedtorespondtothisquestion).r5Fourteenpercentoftheparlicipants
- :J having been "physically forced to do something sexual"' and 46oh had

.hown pomogruphi. materials by rnostly foreign adult. tourists':r6

.ldentswlodidn,thaveanyfamilymembersascaretakerswere
--,.antly nrore likely to have exchanged sexual services for food, money

gifts and those who had migrated from rural areas were rnore likely to

:iperienced all forms of sexual exploitation.r, Participants who had

,:J sexual exploitation were more tikely to ha\e lelt "shame, self blame,
. :ss. and suicidal thoughts", and were more likeir to use drLrgs and

l.rs

:.ough much of this research focuses on forelgners as peiTetrators of child

-rtnies. APLE states that: "the issue of child .erLial errloitation in

:-,diaismuchmorecountrybasedthanintemat]iI]3]:rsel.Erplt.rtation
::lted b! Cambodian nationals accounts tbr: la::::31:'::::;e:':":e "f
: n Cambodia than that pelpetrated b)' fore jgners"

-'rto2003,therewasfairly limitedinfotmatitr: tr' :;-''-: :--: :=: -:'
..ld men outside of the realrn of street-baseJ ;"': - -- - - ' := ': t:'

, . r"'. 2006: l4).
,,re.2006: 15).
-.,re.2006: l7).
,.re. 2006: 17).

,re. 2006: I 8).
s and Miles,2014:24).
'. and Miles. 2014:.25).

,s and Miles. 2014 26).

:s and Miles, 2014: 34; 36).

rs and Miles, 2014: 40-41).
. .rLrlt. 2006: 12).
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Miles and Sun found that more boys had experienced direct genital to-:"lnryf
an adultthangiris. both after the age of nine (18'9% of boys and 13 -<': - d
andbeforethJage of nine 115.7% of boys and13.3o/o of girls).a. This.rn{
attributed to the cultural practice of touching a male child's genitals : - 'dd|
them or show affection, a practice that Hilton et al. found that bo1 s i; :r,mr I
and fird embarrassing and shameful.al Furthermore, in Miles and Sun'; *ql
Hgt,.. number of boys (1.s%) repofted a direct experience of child,-t ffl
giils (0.6%).*2 ln focus_group discussions, children said that rape ne\ e: -",%
fo boys.ot A 2004 government study found that 1.9o/o of boys rePor:: m!
raped comparedto 51.2' of girls.aa I'One 

of ihe most valuable contributions to the literature in South-Ea-': - aml

sexual violence against men and boys is Hilton ef al.'s 2008 qualitatir e . mul
the sexual abuse and exploitation of boys and young men in cambol. :dl
boys ancl young men shared rheir experiences with and views on serue 'gl
with researcheis, who also interviewed over 100 staff from a "range , *q
and service providers, including social workers, counsellors, carers. ::--*gl
tearl leaders. directors and lawyers".as The study set out not just to eu nYf
exlreriences of these boys and service providers, but also to unders-=:: ![|
neerjs ibr feco\ ery, and for providing better assistance to boys respect:',.' 5
s:Lr,lr lbund that although most of the boys and young men had been :: -"Cil[
:oreigners. "a significant number had been sexually abused by Khme: ':lm{
,--rreichildren oi adolescents".a6 Abuse of boys was found to be tre,::: {
1n:.1equate afiention and seriousness due to cultural beliefs that Ca:--:'.'{
Jon'r abuse bols, that abuse is not harmful if money is exchanged. --. -q
ir-Ilpossible for a boy' and a man to have sex", and that "it is only abuse .: --* {
e-jaculates".rt A recurrirrg thenre throughout the study was the denial :: q
siatus to bo.vs, who are eipeCted to be strong enough to protect thsm53.; : rml

abuse and orable to recover from abuse easily due to norlnati\e erpec:,' 'ruu{

masculiniry. The study identified a nulnber of imporlant risk factor. ---'T 
;Ifl!

clata collecteii, including poverty, separation/divorce of parents. de,. - dm,l

parent/sibling(s), domestic violence, street-involved living, lack ot ,-:s*ti{
education, aid 6ullying/violence from older boys and gangs. These a:: -:m{
to those identified by [(eane, discussed above' I

Boys who had experienced abuse often became "the target of discri: .*9
mocking and jokes from people in the community, resulting in fur'ther . q
and ma*rginalisation",at as well as lacking options for income {tt-q
resultingln some boys becoming more vulnerable to repeat abuse. T]1= -r5

*o (Miles and Sun. 2005: 28).
ar (Ililton et a/., 2008: 1 1 8).
r2 (Miles and Sun, 2005: 29).
r' lMile: anrl Sun. 2005: 25 t.
o* i1'he Ministry ollltlucatic)n. Youtll and Sports" IiNICl']tj and UNESCO. llrr I 'ri6l

in [.lNIClllj, 2012: 48).
45 (llilton etal..2008:8-l 1).
46 ( Ll ilton et ctl. . 2008: 8-9).
o7 (Hilton el a/.. 2008: 8).
18 lHilton et a|..2008:9).

I
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:reriencecl by these boys resulted in paintul and damaging physical

' .r.ii u, pr1'chologitaii*pott' including "sh,ame and loss of honor [" 'l
. -'et'cussions of disclosing or being discor ered' confusion relating to sex'

.,ra g"na.., self-blame]feelirgiof isolation ['' ] nightmares' wanting

' :Lricide and use ol'drugs" -'

li-sla-iaentif ing5. rJspondents discussed experiences of being

.:ruSed as children as weli as recent instances ofsexual abuse, rape and

'lg ;p". Participants shared invaluable information on their needs for

ril help, with many identifling basic provisions of "physical and

..t",vi .*f,dentiaiity, to be accepted and not judged and. to receive

.,rJ ,..p""t [...] The n."a iot protection'-affection' love and a sense of

_l:. u,_rd',,h.lp with education and work,,.sr other respondents "wanted
- 
,ri.1n" p.otection of boys seriously and.recognize that they too are

: to abusqand feel great shame and loss of honor"'s2

:: al lack of knowledge on and awareness of sexual abuse of boys was

'.,ng the service prJviders interviewed in this study' although rural

...lia.r, were significantly more unaware than those in urban sites' A

. , cit in coordination and ctllaboration in the response to this issue both
' 

,r between organizations was identified' leading to boy v-ictims being

: 10st track oL wt,ll" a small handful of staff members demonstrated

.:ingandawarenessofthisissue,theywereolten"isolatedfromeach

: i*pr"rr"d frustration and helplessness" surrounding the lack of

-ling ;f ,h. behavioral problems oi boy. survivors b'v their peers'sr This

- ,.irr"d by survivors, who wanted "helpers and supporlers to be gentle

,- sltout or be vioient when they do something wrong"'5a Basictraining

- .se of boys was ideritified as a ma-ior need' as well as the development

, ilienclly approu"he, for e"guging Loys and specitic tools.and ideas lor

- :;m build relationships" riaiup"po,tfor and net$'orkinq betrieen staff
' 

";tkir; with boys. Lack of donor au'aretless oll this issue as u e1l as

..,-,u,,.l"tackofcommunicitionbetlreenolgalliz3iiL)niriere3]..-.
. . rrs barriers to addressing this issue sutficientlr

.,'.rrtly, Hilton et ol. identified a number of instances 'r 
l:--:' :'''1' :-:r

. ,' iri pagodas b1 monks and others resiclirre itl ' I :r:'' 'i; 
';.. r ;

- rr.,,ti',.inigfrlighted by a Februarl'20i6 articre r:: ::' i ''' -

.tretopicoi"tliOabusLinpagodasthatdre* or' H: :::--' ' : -::::

, -'."nt arra, of sexual abuse perpetrated br il- ' :- "
-.Ltsses the vulnerability that pacoda :eI. -' --i ' ' - :

:,et a|.,2008:9).
it * ,tut.riJilrn for "males who have sex with males- mrl

iies, including those who identiff as heterosexual'

::et a\.,2008: 10).

:,et a\.,2008: 10)'

:et a\.,2008: 10)'

:,et aI.,2008: 10)'

:: et al., 2008: 96'97; 102; 108; 1 12)'

r016).

:: - ic bo1's had experienced direct genital
te: ih; age of nine (18.9% of boys and 13.j"

-< 
-e'o of boys and 13.3% of girls).r0 Th:.

'r:-i ie of touching a male child's genita.. :'
:'.::. Je that Hilton et al. found that bo1 s :.
s ' . '' erirl.rr Furthermore, in Miles and Su: ,

S' , :eporled a direct experience of chilc
: -.: :,sclrssions, children said that rape ne\ -

.:.rdr 1'ound that L9o/o of boys rep::::
.- -IS
: - '::i'nutions to the literature in South-E'.:
:: .:'.r r!r) s is Hilton et al.'s 2008 qudlitat,'..
. ..:i .'r' of boys and young men in Camb,:,-r-
i . ; : 3\poriences with and views on se\*:
. : ', retled over 100 staff liom a "ranE3 . -

lding social workers, counsellors, care$
f larrr'em,".as The study set out not just to
: :' -r :3r'\ lce proviclers, but also to unde:.---':,":
:- . :.::g better assistance to boys respec: ,

most of the boys and young men had been
r-- -' ::: ::ad been sexually abused by Khme:

.{buse of boys was fbund to be

].. - sr.r.ss due to cultural beliefs that C

-:: : r-ii hannful if money is exchangei. :-a
i' :- - .-rr\ e sex^'. arrd that "it is only abuse .

i-;'r'; ii'.irruehout the study was the denia, :'
r:, : . :e strorlg enough to protect therlse
tr fronn abuse easily due to normative
.- '...- ., :'.Lulber ol imporlant risk f-actor.

: : - . )eiraration/divorce of parents. i:r:
;3. street-involved living, lack oi

,. :..-:- ':- :r older boys and gangs. These a:.
-: : i, --..ei above.

81 aL'use often became "the target of
!; - : ::3 arrll-)lrunity, resultir-rg in furthe:

I rrell as lacking options for income
,i i '. . : .':: r ulnerable to repeat abuse. I:.

SteppingOut ','' .
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"overw'helnrinsh !,t,., s : temporary residence and an educzprovincial Cantb,oJran: cannor often affbrd,, without sufficienmeasures. The issLie is tirrrher exacerbateJby a Iack of dialopthis issue br nronks. riho tailed r, b;;;; the topic at the aiBuddhist monks in 
_De,enrber.-,oir"';#te the high-profiIecases of pagoda_based. abuse eouplea *li['uitto, et al.,s reyeirespondent in a studl b1 \\ orld Viri", ,lr" reported knowing

:11b", who was .aped t1 u ,,ronr.. *"rro?"r', u.."rt"o but subseupon payrnent of a bribe to the poiice by his tamilv.r,There have also been a fbu,studies;;ri;;;:seu., 
in cu,vulnerabiliry to and erperi.n.., ot:r*r,_iui uiot"n.". The pioneertopic was caruied out in plnom pil;*, ;;t0 to 201I and forthe male masseurs surveyed haa been forcJO ,o hru. sex agairalthough this findinq.i, ri,rrit.J ty';rf;;; understandings an

,.:"."*irr^ ^ild 
.,rorJe..]rcrd b;;,r.i";;;;irii.irunu.,, rhe studlJus[ ovcr 30oo of,resnondenls.- n", ,.^rri .*periences had beenrhis nas rnore liketr irrneir fi;r;';;ffi';;1.,r., was mate.i, rrcondu*ed by Davis arrd Mit.;;;;;rrs',#Ji", 

"rproyed in masthe northem city of Siem.R ,up, Sz;t, itTnorl'*o.t irg in mixed_restablishments reno'ted having b;;f"..J or coerced into sel280 o in male-to-rnale massage establishnrents who e"peri.rced tauthors posit that this is beiaur;,;ffi';;.;
gen d er estab I i sh mc.nrs and sexual r",:;;;;r;; ff : ffi ;r,lril :?Hgreater rejection of s.exual uauur.*r-"f, male masseurs \4I"-r-ulherm ore, m at es worki nq 

T 
;l.il:;;n JJ. estau u snm ents wereexperier.rcing n.,o." ..ororL hu.;;;;p-;;l*r*". than rhose inmassage parlors.

wgrtf vision's quaritative study on attitudes an<J beriefs resexual abuse found that respondents in CurfroAiu felt the iclea o
l1r,:1.^g:1t.,," 

be irrapproprirt", *"oring ;;;;r, .,coutd 
be vurneror rresrrare ro repon abuse ilthel hrr.j;;*;;;.0 u, u man...ur Resrgerrerattl tett rhat sexuat a,use ;i;;;;";;ru,ri,,^.rrr, ilr"r]

ffi;',:j,f I Hl,l ; l*:]'"1, 
il "'. .. i,'",. i i,, .u*r,.,.,,ut ioffi

When conducting a study on rnale to f.emale fansgender indivPhnom Penh sex inclustry, Davis et "f f"rraifrut 55oZ of respondrexperiencing forced or coer.cir e ,.., (;;i"k;;;'oro,rr", transgenderalso had experience<J this) and ::q; [rJ"rp"iJr..o gang rape.6:

j- r\iorld Visiorr. 20 l-l: hUt,
't (Miles antl IJIanch. 20 i I : .l* ,,'. (Viles arrd Illanclr. 201 l: .r 1,."' ( Dar is an.J Miles. l(,ljr, h.-n :' (Worid Vision. 20 l_l: lar.
''- (Dar is et al.. 2014: 26t.
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P/iii;:-t-.,...,
, and Miles contributed tr.i,o studies i., :hi ropic of sexual violence against
.nd boys in the Philippines. Their lt_r I I t,aseline study on male nrasseurs in
l.'tro Manila area discussed the tab,oo narure orsexual abuse of boys and--rnre of boys for their ab,se. *hich is seen as a sign of weakness or
.eruality, leading to low le'els ol repoftillg due to fears of stigma and
::rination.63 The authors explored hori rnasculinity is often equated with
'seruality and being "tough, macho. not shorving erxotion, having libido,':king a family", although a man is abie to have a same sex relationship
-rr .ieopardizing his masculine identitl, as long as he fulfills normative

. .,ine characteristics and roles.6r rhe study founcl that 3g% of male massellrsj ecl repofted having experienced forced or coercecl sex and that 339/o stated
i ere aware of other male masseurs e,xperiencing forced sex.65 During'-rri'e interviews parlicipants described coercion via violence, physicJ

. b.ibery, verbal abuse, and threats of complaining to the managernent
rng the masseurs' performance. There was also some indication that some
: respondents' flrst sexual encounters had been coercive - despite their
:rce that they lvere consensual - due to the very young ages (the youngest

- :h.ee and six years old) or circumstances around them, for "*uril. bJing':achers as a minor.65
. is and Miles' 2015 baseline study on the vulnerabilities of street-involved
-, sexual exploitation in Manila found that 76% of respondents said that

'rerv other boys who had been asked lbr sexual services by adults, most of
\\'ere Iocal and opportLmistic.6T sixty-five per cent of participants

.ecl experiencing some form of sexual abuse. the urost common form of
rias being shown pomography by an adurt (49%), folrowecr by sexual

:'.9 (47oh) and furlher abuse i,cluding forced intercourse ancl oral sex
' Revealingly, only six (r2%) of the boys in this stu<Iy had ever sought'-';' an incident of abuse, and two of these rvere turned alvay where th.-ey

- irelp."!' while most of the sexual exploitation was oppor-tunistic and/or a
'f "survival sex". there were a few instances r.r,here a third-parly broker

', olved.7, Sleeping on the street and sociar net* orkin_e *,ere both identified
, ,,rs associated with higher vulnerabilitl. to serlial abuse.'r
, study on intimate paftner violence. 6.1.60 o ol tbmales and "12.39,6 of males':J being sexually coerced by their parlner. The author specificall1,,notes
. oung men can also be victims of serual coercion". *iih one respondent
r.nting that:
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"overwhelmingly boys - temporary residence and an education that r'-''''r
provinciaI Cambodians canxot often afford" wilhout sufficient child pro:::r
measures. The issue is furlher exacerbated by a lack of dialogue and ac-::
this issue by monks, who failed to broach the topic at the annual ccfl-i:-',
Buddhist monks in December 2015, despite the high-profile nature o:.:-r
cases of pagoda-based abuse coupled with Hilton e/ a/.'s revealing fino---.r:

respondent in a study by World Vision also reported knowing of a sere:- r
old boy who was raped by a monk, who was arrested but subsequentl) :. :lul

Lrpon payment of a bribe to the police by his family.57

There have also been a few studies on male masseurs in Cambodia a-.,: m

vulnerability to and experiences of sexual violence. The pioneering stucii 'ir t
topic u,as carried out in Phnom Penh from 2010 to 201 I and found tha: l
the male rnasseurs surveyed had been forced to have sex against their '' m
although this finding is limited by different understandings and defin-: rv
"coercicii.r" and "lorce'' held by different participants.ss The study also t.'*-,: !
. L,si ..r er l[]o o ofrespondents' first sexual experiences had been forceC .: I r
::-.: \\3s :rore 1ikel} if their first sexual partner was male'se [n later :r"rm

" ::: 
j,.c:e.l hr Dar is and Miles on yoLlng males employed in massage r -- trllr

: '.e ::,:::l:ei:-r cin of Sietn Reap, 629lo of those working in mixed-gende: : i,iu{

:.:.:...h::renis lepofied having been forced or coerced into sex, cor-: ..ifi

I ri' , tit lilaie-to-nrale n.lassage establishments who experienced the sa:--" 1

:'.ii,r-rrS lrrsit that this is because sexual services are not as implied :: * lu
ienier e-itablishments and sexual services are not commonly offered. .;,:mry
greater re]ection of sexual advances by male masseurs worki:-" :mu

Funhenlore. males rvorking in mixed-gender establishments were less .: -i@
erperiencing more economic hardship and younger than those in mar:---*@

massage parlors.
World Vision's qualitative study on attitudes and beliefs regar::" .1il

sexual abuse tbund that respondents in Carnbodia felt the idea of hc r,efl{

intercourse to be inappropriate, meaning that boys "could be vulnerat',. : ottnr

or hesitate to report abuse if they had been raped by a man".61 Respoi:;:ru d
generally felt that sexual abuse of boys couldn't really happen . ; lil

Cambodian men don't commit these crimes, but rather that foreigners ' m;{
perpetrators of such crimes.

When conducting a study on male to female transgender indiri,i-':,, sl:l[

Phnom Penh sex industry, Davis et a/. found that 55oh of responden:. -:snrud

experiencing forced or coercive sex (and knew of other transgender pe- . 'u, 'm{

also had experienced this) and 32%had experienced gang rape.6l

57 (World Vision" 20lzl: 6tl).
sB lMiles and Illanch,20ll:39t.
5e (Milcs andBlanch" 20ll:3"1).
60 lDavis and Miles. 2013a: 6l-6-l t

6r (Wor1d Vision. 2014: 49).
62 (l)avis et al.^2014:26).
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young men iikc- me..ar.c alsu r,ictims olsexual coercion [...] t]ut our su.ofien unheard especialr-r ir it has t,".n Jon" uy a woman. people berieror rvithout coercion ir is ar* ay s the man ,o4io wins. Ilut this is not true.7

. 
This and other qualitative interviews with male victims were paftwith, respondents reporting feeling ,,ungry,-shocked, 

afraid and reMechanisms of bribery in sexual lo"."ili were significantly moreintimate paftner violence against lorng ,.n aompared to women.TaA study on adverse chirdhood exp"ii"n.", and hearth-risk beha,adults found th at4'SToof mares una oz"oii"-ares had experienced sby an adult or someone five years 
"ld.;;h;; rhern before the agesuggesting a fairlv close prevalence rate between the two gendtinclividuals (of botir sexes) were trverve times more rikeiy to engageand five times more likely to attempt,o 

"onrr,, 
suicide.

Although the literature retating ," rYii:lrlence against boys andin 'fhailand is ,imited, a number of-NGo research reports and acadetouch on this subject in various ,uuyr. ft 
".. are a fbw reporls bgovernment on repofted nunrbers ofchild sexual abuse rrd 

"i;;;il.;nedical se^,ices for abuse in hospitals; t o*"*., no distinction is mar
'rale 

and f-e,rale children and thus ttrey trave not been incruded in thi,

Child sex tourism, r.vhich often involves 1,oung boys, has receivamount of attention in Thailand, and also proiia", ,",,; ;;;;;erploitation 
.of boys. ECPAT estimates 

-00,000 
minors to be inprostitution in Thailand, and noted tfrui tfr"'majority of victims ltraveling child sex offenders arrested U"t..", ZOOI_ZOO. w"r;;;;, ,men between the age of twelve and trventy r.u., ofO ^ The report alsoPattaya and phuket as areas where child ,"" ior.ir,, ,"riirr*iir'U. pIn ethnographic quariratire research 

";;;;;;;g. sex workers in a 1slum' half of the parlicipants of the *uJy *"." rroys.TE Arthough the n.attention on commercial chilcl ..:yul "^pf"itrtion f ;", *itf, i"r"igr'.,ECPAT nores in its 201 I Global Vori,ollf ,=port thar.,demand of se;from children does not o,ly come fi;; ;;i";;;.rs but atso *om locareport references "geniler norns" and the rnatitity of authorities to accases as contributing factors tou,ards the ,.tolerance,, 
of this form of

': lScrquina-Ranliro. 2()Uj: lgg r,

_' 
(Serquina-Rrmiro. 2005: lg-: -1o I r.' tScrqtrina-Ramiro. 20U5: lal r,-'(Ramiro. 

Madrid und l3rirrrq. - ,, : \-.1-'" (F,CpAT.20l .3: I3-l4).
77 (FlCpAT.20t3: 1,tr).
78 ( Mt,ntgomcr1,. 2ool ;.
"' (F.CI'AT. 201 3: 1-t t.
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- 
. .; .,'.lttt{

- :: '.i.31 r iolence
'- : \'' l-1ll research

'.,,o/',losephandllhatll.e(-cit.j..;.,..,- ...,,::i,.liittC 24g

' -:sring that these cases courd be -.:rrltrcanti' more widespread thanLrsly thought, despite the ro* aneniitri rher receive.B,)-ri studies on child sexuar abuse ars.-. adiress sexuar abuse of boys. In a'rf youth in Nort,rern Bangkok. .rirapramukpitak, prince ura uurpt.,u*- that 4'gyo of'rnale respondents hact .eportei experiencing ,eruat ubure-: rhe age of sixteen, armost the same p.,'...n, as fernares, suggesting there- ; difl?rence in abuse pre'alence .ares betr.veen g"nJ..r"ir'lirl, ,."u.r,ctingly, a 2008 quaritative stucrl' orse.ruar abuse of children in Thailand:ed fbur boys who were victims of "substantiated cases of child sexual: this very low participant sanrpre in comparison to the fifty-six girrserved in the research is problematiq.s.

',a' handfur of studies offer more relevant inlbrmation on the sexuar:1tiql9f youns m-enand boys in rhailand. A 200t;;;; ;; il.""d ,",,. \tSM i, Bangkok, Chiang lVai, and phuket frr.pfirg d,il"if*u ou".-: orfifteen working in entertainment venues, parks. saunas, street rocationsrle-sex work venues) tound that 1s.4%;f p;rti"ip;; "iilnJ u r,,irao,y:ed sex".s3 Of this group, g3.g% were forced by ,;;;;,r;;; yLi*, OlU,-:e, fbrced more than once and 55. I% had experienced the first occurrence':ed sex during 
"0"]:r.:r.: Most participants had utro U""n'6iJed by a

'rrd without the use of a co,dom, and'those who had experienced forced sex'('|r'e likery to use drugs. The highest number of participants reporting
- experienced forced sex was in ph*uket, where participants were arso more
', have been rorced. be.rore.rhe age or"itnr""i, .;;;.;;'.''iJii.ipun,,3r.ngkok or Chiang Mai. Responients refor.trng scx role idenrification asnr'' or receptive paftner were arso more likery ,i rr"r. 

"rp.".r..i t"..a
-'rirer revealing finding was that transgender pafiicipants *.ere mosr rikerr, : experienced forced sex compared tI rnale;", ;;;;;pr""iprr,.. ,r.-:hers specurate that "mare sex ivorkers, u, u g.oop. adhere rnore to the maie.exual rote ur. ,t:1].r: subjected.to gend"er_rote ..rfb;,;;;'l*iul uno' pfesSUf€." They suggest that "Thai me'n who perceived themiehes to be: or transgender ma1,, in fbct, take on traditional g"ra..'."i., or. , ,t,u,,r: in both the private and public contexts, and ..n""Luyt" ,o."'r.on. ,o:.r sex from their male pilitners,,.8a Because ttr;s stuay ii 

""r.ooUu!.a. ,fr.'' rray not be reflective of the experiences of those ouisral d;;";", 
"rd' ss-sectionar nature rneans causal inferences cannot be drawn from theIt is also woftrr considering trre above findings of van Griensven et ar. and:aiboon et al. in this respeit, both of 

",rri"r-, 
rorna sexual coercion to be' in self:identifying hornosexuar ancr/or bisexuar male participants.

':ii1uZ €t ar. arso note that research on "the curturar *.unrrg, liidentities

:)1I'.2013: l3).
. .:iamukpitak. prince and l{arpham. 2005 as citecl in LiNICEF, 2012: 5l)..rgkasombat, 200g).
.Jamuz et al., 2011: 259-261).
..i:irrrrrz .,/ al.. 201 I : 2O4-265 l.
.Jamuz et al..20l l:265).
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and gender norms and their relationships to sexual domination, p
control and the spaces (e.g., public, prit,ate/ir.rtimate, virtual) wh
domains transpire in the context of sexual health risks is desperately n

Grieger contributes a comprehensive and nuanced qualitative stu
human traf-ficking and commercial sexual exploitation of young eth
men in chiang Mai to the literature on rnale sexual exploitation]attt
study does not lbcus specifically on sexual violence, Grieger found tt
his twelve parlicipants described experiencing sexual viorenie from clit
undertaking sex work in Chiang Mai.87 Interestingly, a number of'pa
noted that they had more frequently heard of rhai rnale sex workers it1
beating their expatriate clients, while a few others stated that they ha
victimized bv their .fararg (Western) clients, with one )oung man ev
that "lf they,'re going to hufi me I'll hurt thern first. The guys who co
bar look like toLrgh men but since they,re gay, when we go to the roonr
like a girl." It is important to consider these findings in relation to mos
:anlcipants pletering or rrainly engaging with foreign clients rather 1

i'ir3S. i: rher are gererall.v less ornot aware of Thai social hierarchy.
{ :rtr er ot'rnaie enterlainment rvorkers in Chiang Mai between th

..,::e:: i..:hirrr-tlre tbund that two respondents, first sexual encoun.
" -,:;e: r., ar.r adult lbrlale perpetrator while they were between fifteen 1

, i.riS ii :se. and I i 0 o of all first sexual experiences qualified as adulr
s:..,.r:1 aiuse. " The study also found that one in four respond,
erperiencei tbrced,coerced sex by clients. with six participants (i2%)
that this happens "always", one stating that this happens ..very often,.
repor-ti,g this happening "sometimes".se Bar-based sex workers r,r,ere
\oun_qer but were also found to experience significantly higher inst
forced sex than the overall group, with three ou1 of four-participants r

forced sex compared to one in for"rr overall. Over half (OOXI'of pu,
reported experiencing unrvanted sexual touching within the last yLar
perpetrated by clients, with one third stating that it happens .,always,.r
"often." However, a limitation to this study is that responclents only par
from entertainment venues that allo,ved the researchers perrnission io i
workers tiom their establishrnents - the authors note that "four-out-of-fi,
bars de,ied the research team access to employees with many massag(
doing the same".!'0 Furthenlore, these results rely on what may be Jo
unreliable self-reporting data collection methods.qr other Iiterature also
that male sex workers are "frequently victirns of physical and sexual
from their customers (men)" pri,rarily because customers f'eel the need t,
they are the dominant man in the situation. prove they have more power
tougher".')2

86 ((irradamuz et al." 201I : 265 ).
87 lGricger. 2012: I l0-l l2).
88 

1N4iles. Glotfielty and Davis.20l-t:l6t
8e (N4iles. Clott'elty and Dalis.20lj: lrrt
e0 lMiles, Glotf-elt.r, and Dar,is. 20 il: ll r

er (Miles. Glotfelty and Davis. 2t)1-:: I I r

!'2 (Cameron. 2006: 57-58).
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lqualitativestudybyWorldVistononihebellefs.attitudes,andknowledge
'.LildrenandadultsinLaos,Vietnanl.CarlbodiaarrdTlrailandtowardschild

.r1 abuse found that ,."fl"at"t in Chiang \{ai saw the sexual abuse of boys

..li ; , problem fo, oil-'"t countries u' thtl had never heard of such issues

'eir circles.ei

Overcoming Abuse and Erploitation of Boys and Men:

The Role of Resilience and Spirituality

.,lnaltaskofthischapteristoexaminetheprovisionofservicesinlightof
:.or! of Joseph, ,oti,.at the goal of addiessing the problem of sexual

,rtation.

.tfit" the generally negative research^findings presented in the literature

:,\. our research 
"o"a"""t"d 

in the Philippines with men involved in

tr-rtion demonstrates ihat eu"n those u'ho have been sex trafficked and

...1 can and do A.r.iop tt" resilience reflected in the story of Joseph who

rrn to become a significant leader'ea

: chose to explore the spiritual wellbeing.of the respondents because of the

:r.ous srudies thrt i;liJ; .pitituut *.'ilb"ing as play-ing. a core role in

, .pi,-tg resiliencies among vulnerable people groups'es Given, the strong

.rce of Catholi"is, unJ Cihristianity on-the Philippine context, the Spiritual

-Being Scale (SWBi)e6 was introduced to understand what role' if any'

. rrions of God *"." piuyl,rg in the existential realities of males in sexually-
' 
.iir. 

"u.".r, 
in the riilippLes. An understanding of the respondents' sense

: tiselves was further J.riiurrt. because it facilitated a mutual exploration of

.piritual unO pry"f,oiogical assets, inviting both the respondents and

';hers to go beyond u*ui""" of the negative elenlents of tire responder-its'

, lnce to iiew. perhaps with new eyes, the positir e '-

. hr.pothesizedihatttre respondenti' greatest rulnerabiIities arld re:IIrencies

-:lie within the social capital the! possessed "iithin 
'"i- 13':';:lr;

'anities. Given our assr-unptions about iht erpectrtl":-.t '': :: ;: :: -

es in the Judeo-Christian tradition' rie l-Lrp"lh:t l:l -,- --' : '' '-

. coupled wlttr a tligh sense of shatre anci Sr'rll:'::-.'' -:::'-; "'r'
.: h.vpothesized that feelings of coru-recflgn iil'1 '- - - :: - : '

- dpecificalll . arrd pointedly ' we.\\ ere ccrr' i::: - j -

.,nrili", ancl in the church, two institutioos Ei':.:- ' 1: ':'
r life.

IVision.20l4: Jq).
' i Note: For more on the spiritualitl of surr ir 'rt'' ' ' ': 

- 
-

l.r l,im. Miles and Nhanh elsewhere in this r oiun ;
. and t{i11.2012; Smith,2011;Kass' 2007t'

Ltzian and Ellison, 1982)'

.'r. 2006).



252 Stepping Out ol tl

A/Jiliarion

Of those professing religious affiliatiorr (n:45), the ma.iority, or
respondents indicated affiliation with Catholicism, 9% with other

Christian denominations, 69lo indicated Indigenous, and other religious t

and2o/a (or one person) indicated affiliation with Islam. These lindinS

rnale masseurs altnost exactly mirrored the general religious landsca

Philippines, Outside of the family, the church remains. it seems,

pervasive institution in Filipino society.
Regarding affiliation as a construct of spiritLrality - that is, affilia

refers to a person's beliefthat they are loved and cared for by God and

experience a positive relationship with God -- 54% state that they stro

that they receive strength and support froln God. An almost e,

percentage (-52%) strongly believe that God is interested in them pe

Fortl percent olthe respondents strongll, feel that they have a satisly.ir
lit'e.

l',.t,jrr lilr. i' r,rlirlrirrl

L;r{l a.. i!!lt,lt.\1i,ri ilr rl

i iilil . I ir, til:llri'r]\,ix1

I"

il,

t,

illI

lir.l,11 i1ir\tiili'lIl lr i !t),
,,,ilrr1)'li)11

i ltr.l ,.,,.tlr t.rrrr ...irr
1,,rr. ,,,, lx { i' I nr fl!rrt

I

Figure l; Alienation

Social Capitol in the Church

Every respondent in this study received moderate to high scores on tl
meaning this population has a relatively good sense of spiritua
respondents indicated rrot onl1 l-rar.ing "a fbith" but also that it p

important role in their sense of selt-. Notably, although they felt that tl
played a significant role in allay ing their sense of guilt, it did not have

effect on their sense of sharre. -{s such. the church was not acknc

arxongst these respondents as a place of nurturing community.
Church attendance houerer. and the regular practice of personi

seerled to be consistent \\ ith the respondents' respective religious tr

While researchers in this studr anticipated finding instances of guilt ar

-

I !t'..rr!t, ,'fi11tlc
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i n irl,i lt'tU'l,l.ll\ irl-

1 r , ! trr. r" l:r., t. Lil ll(iilk

j l,r!, 1'.',' r., ir! l.trtr.

i itf

' 11'.i.r1irrrr'.lrl, t.,dl1 ({i -

',, r I r:lyrrrg

lrr,rvr"r lrlr. r, !,tttJtrng

r,orl ir irtlr,l,:trrl rn m

':,: ,3j ntoderate to high scores on ti- -.

:- -: ': ..,itr e ll good sense of
ml-r har ing "a faith" but also that it
of -lt-. Notably, although they felt that

-: :::ir sense of guilt, it did not have
As such, the church was not

, - :,: :nurturingCommunity.
i , - ::e regular practice Of persOna,
'- : .!'-.rrndents' respective religious
,- , :,..:ed finding instances of guitt

.Frgrre l: Alienation

Cqital in the Church

-'r Stoty of Joseph and l4/hat We Con Learn about Trfficktng 253

,iated with attendance in their respeci:\ e rlaces of rvorslrip. this assumption

rd to be true of only a minoril . Tre nra-ioritl of respondents indicated
,rip to be, in some sense, healing, Ther Lised descriptions such as "lightened.
reeling fbrgiven", etc. to describe their lielings after leaving their respective

... of worship, and seemed to indicate these t'eelings to be tlreir prirnarl
r.Lrs for the pursuit of worship.

ren the societal (religious) stigrna and discrirrination associated with the
- e\pression ofthe sexuality explored here" one wonders at the high sense of
'-ra[ wellbeing possessed b1' the respondents. Perhaps the priority that
'lng-making takes when one has to grapple with "diff'erentness" may be

. :red to have some eflbct, and may be a more plausible explanation fbr the

- 3vels of spiritual awareness indicated by this group, as is often ascribed to

: e within LGBT communities.eE
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Social Capital in Their Families
: ' : majorlW of the respondents, either their famitries or their housemates were

u,, .:e of their involvement in the sex industry. Where it did not negatively affect
r'r::1acy, the respondents felt valued as husbands, fathers" brothers, and relatives
.,ir r supporled the nuclear and extended family financially as expected, even

:'; -gh such suppolt cost both the individual respondents and their families their
:rr:r:snce. The fact that so large number of these responders indicated an active
ir:;doning in heterosexual marriages may explain this rmique situation- B.v and

u-:e. the ayerage MSM in this survey does not feel alienxed frm his famill',

-l*:ite admission of an awareness of complicatioos it pos€d to imimacl rrith
r,u: rvives and lovers,
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D i s s at isfuct i o n w ith L ife
with regard to their perceprions of their present life situations. .l
affinn that ther are en-jor in_u themselves and generally do not expr
lives as full of conf-lict or unhappiness. Thirty-tr,vo percent strongly d
locus of their dissatisfaction however is the financial uncertair
situation.

of those that responded to questions exploring their orientation r

(n:45), 80% feel strongll that rheir lives have purpose. and that pur
to providing for their dependents. As such, it appears, the respo

lillgmvent the stigma of their work by rationaliiing irs role in hr
fulfill what they perceive to be their financial obrigations to their dep
indicated earlier, between 80-98% of the respondents functioned in
socially prescribed roles of heterosexual mares whire simultaneouslr
within the MSM sub-culture. with aclrnittedly manageable dissonar:
the two identities.
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Figure 1: DissatisJaction with li/b (future orientation)

Conclus'tns
No respondents scored low on the SWBS overall. During data coll
initial analysis. we felt that these high serf-evaluations coild have b
the euphemistic nature of philippine culture and that respondents n
been simply responding with idearistic. reri-giously-preasing answers, l

answers which they tblt to be true. In further analysis, *i 
"o,rpu..,spiritual results of male masseur-s in \lanila, with publishea SWBS

other people groups from 
'arr 

ins cultures. faiths, socio-economic gr
educational levels. while rhere \\ere a fbri' apparent similarities rii
isolated cases, only one sroup had near statiiticaily ide,ticar result
amongst sexually-abused .urpairenrs. \1ale masseurs in Metro_Ma
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- to be within one percentage of all scaLes and subscales' including standards

. , iation of this group as shown beiou '

,le Masseurs in Metro Manila

- - Mean:46'54 SD: 12.28

: - Mean:40' SD: 11.85

i - Mean: 87'1 SD:23.41
1[

.:haps these similarities reiterate the impodance of. recogntzlng

.".[ifirv, but also tf-le fotentiaf for resilience in persons who live under

. 11,_exploitiv" "i."u*ri*ces 
despite the distinctly diff'erent manifestation

: r,ulnerabi Iities."!'

:;onsidering the story ofJoseph: he had gone through a series ofdifficulties'

' i,r; ;ilr; and being rvhi stld- off to.E'gypt' Aft er the traumatic experien ce

-e accusation by Potiiher's wife, he then goes toiaiI and works his way out

.:e he explain, ptul.uot-"' dreams to him and ends up getting promoted to

': e the second mo,t po*"ttul person in the land' In our research' we have

'rn' of the boys *nJ'utpriti'gty indicate having an intimate relationship

Jocl. Then, in tne ctralteng"r o"fin"i. work and marginalization. they may

, ir become strorg", ihtorigh it and stronger in their relationship to God'

,L.s this connects them to the story of Joseph'
l,.rr., irrr" *ri,i"g,1r"," 

"riu""uL,r" 
the1, are tainted and have "no more use".

ould see their acquireJ resiliency. Those $,ho pror,e thentselr'es riofii]1

r. like Joseph- rr" oift"a leadership position: to Irar e 'tn ittlpact *'11 '1'q'gn

. of interest thut Hu.J pf u""s Communit' in C-anrbodia'lut t.l' 
:-l\ti'l,u'l

',ber of previously exploited young nlen and nlanr 
'lre 

::'\\ Ln 'lll::3s:'\i
,.ns of leadershipin their work, supporline re* "'"r' 

s :1: ::'i! =::' 
r'

Reflection Questions

- How can we increase the awareltess c: r:: - :

boys and young men can be vulnerabie 1! ' : :'' '-

What lessons can be learned ft'oltt ::= ': '

relevant to the abuse, exploitatrotl 'l:r': "--' -

Young men in Your context?

Whrt".rn we do to strengthen fanr jlie: r : 'l ' ' '
trafficking members of their own fanrili'l

-, How can-we work with spirituallt,v to r':''' -' )- : -: ' :

the process of developingresilience ani'::='' -

.,lente, 2005; Dube er al',2005)'
l.mlok'Ihmey Men''.'l'l'rc Hard Places Website [\t - ---- -

:trehar,lplaces.org/punlok-thmey-rren/]' [Last irc' e "' - -

Sexually-Abused Outpatients (N=50)

SD:11.48N{ean:
50.SD 1.2639Mean:

WB - Mean: 85 SD:19.61
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Complexity Surrouncling Exploiters
The first srep in e\Danding the discussion of sexuar exproitation and theor- ;bener undersrand rhe erploirer.r"q,,;;.;;;;or.r ledging rhe conrplexirr oi=-exptoitarion' Exoroirers incrude 

";;;; ilrn rhe-john--ro rhe rraifick:. _all the pimps. madams. and recruite^ in u.,*""n. But what about the ;.,, 1
pomography viewer or the patron ,i;;-;;," massage? with the incrus.: -these categories' it may.be easier to;-r* that exploiters could inclu;. 

"
chrisrian man who it *rr.rJr.;'ililhdi*ion 

and becoming a cJ =-
prosrirures' Even chrisrian ;;p;,;;*' ;"r" r.rorking for crerer..:.- .organizalions doine significir, *irf, l, O"r.r, eraclicarion programs ?rr : :
developing policri are 

.vulnerabf" ,"?"r,. massage and other n,=,
i:::l,rH:: 

par"ricurarry in r,.rr'oL,n. *".i0 where ir is relarivetl chea: ..
Purchasers of sexua.l services vary widery, so.it is difficurt to identifi. sp:: .dernograph ic sim,arities, b";il;ir;;*'o,",orr,r. 

However, 
"r*.n,,.- _,sussest that nren ,.. 

i*'ll:1: lik;i;; ;;;rr" sexuat services than \\.:_ r_Additiona'y' studies suggest that men ,nit o *^o* in occupalions lhar rc:_ -thern ro rraver orlen n. oJi"prrula ir"*',i,"iJ ramiries ror long period: r11 
. 

:
are often inctired ro pur.hase;;;r;;;;";., 

These occuparions rnar in. _,rhe arnred lir.ces' rl'a.veting businersr"r.'irr.r,..s. sealhrers. and nr.-_-riorke.i' Men rrorking in.occupations that ar.associated with hyper_rrrascu-_ -')r thar are )c\-\esreeared ma1 urto u" *o." tit .t1 ro purchase sexuar sen _.
]:": i:li:l 

.rud.. :5 percenr of pa,ri.iprni, ha.t purchased sex *hile rher . 1
i:": l:,:Inill HI"l?..k 

ora rerarion;h;;;; sexuar parlne. a,.,,"i,..-
srud, .\{en ffi *;,ll lJ.i*T:,i,1$XJ,:",lniJffi, ;;,.,ffi;l, ;
::,i;1,[i"]:::T"d '..* r-".,r ,", p.;ld XX 

"u"n 
rarger cuslomer ba.e

1l]r,'l,.1|l Vites and I r-r tor.. tu lh: t: I ,(Farler. Bindcl und Golding, JUrra,
2



in Surrounding Exploiters
: : .cussion ofsexual exploitation and theolosr rc
::-,:ru'es acknowledging the complexity of sJiue

l= .,. :n one ffom the ,John,, to the trafficker. anc:- :rs in between. But what about the casua.:: ' ,,': an erotr'c massage? With the inclusion t:
:3-: ;j r,-r agree that exploiters could include tht
b " :, serual addiction and becoming a client t:
.'.:.::tates, those working for developmen:
; :-: .n poverty eradication progrants and.r...
;:i: . :o erotic massage and other types o:::. .:re rvorld where it is relatively cheip an;

: ' :: ',\ rdelr,, so it is djfficult to identify specific
-: ..ise individuals. However, curent itudi..'; .::.., ro purchase sexual services than women.
:l-.. :::l:.1 uho rvork in occupations that require
?.:t ur,rrt their families for long periods of time
se..-'. senices. These occupations may include
l'.: r.:srnen. truckers, seafarers, and migrant,,: , .-.. rhat are associated with hyper_mur.ulinin
: . - - :rore likely to purchase sexrral services
i:::, ; rpants hacl purchased sex while thev were
a " =.,..onship or sexual pafiner does not rla- r"
r's ::crsion to purchase sexual services. ln the
e: :...: .-,ithe participants were in a relationship
:::. ::o\ ide an even larger customer base foi

-:: .' . ract that the majority of abusers mav be
: : ': :,-,-rsibiliO, that women can also be abusers.
! r ,,triler rvill continue to be hivialized and
:: r: .,. rar has happened accentuate a survivor's
:.: l::e problem is more complex than we often
: .': .:1se olJoseph jn Genesis 39. After beine:. P.,tiphar, the captain of pharaoh's guardsi
,,, , r : i! rraster as well as with God. He lived inr ;: .rd became his attendant. Joseph wasr: :r': rr if-e rvanted Joseph to come to bed with.:...r j hirn, even though he refused and pushed
: : :,t,\\er and not getting what she wanted.
:.: ::- her. As a result, he was put into prison
:. ::.,-rre he rvas released to interpret phaiaoh,s
.: ' _-;tt be considered an unusual case where
: ; . ..:loiter and the r,ulnerable slave is a vouns

"Reserved.for a,Special Ploce :,. . .--

man. but there are increasrns :.: . --:

and young men by female te:.-;-:
not be as uncommon ?S \\c iri. - ;

The complexitr olthe f 11 - :
discussionofthosewhopay i, -:: -- -',
for sexual exploitation ol clt. : .-
sex is under the age of 1 8 anc .r; r - - , :

minor. In othercases, the purc:,,.- --- .;
abuse children. Pedophiles .1i3 -:- -'--'-.
pattern: a prel'erence lo| ser .r .' - '

and sexual lantasies about .:r, --:' :
nlay not be helplul- conltrt,r t:- :

diffrculty in identifying the gaps bsrteen
and a strong need for visual stimulation-

Perspectir g. ln Prr.i111u 1iL,n

While the profile of an erploiter \ar.i: .i:::... :firludes toriards prostitution
appear to have some similaritie s thrcui::,t,!-: ijr3 u orld. Societal assumptions
often suggest that men are naturallr in;,i:ei .o stirrnger serual urges that must
be satisfied, while women (apart liom lhrrs. tn prostitution) are vieu'ed as tnore
passive and controlled in their se\ual Lreha\iors, In ollr discussions rvith men in
red-light areas, sexual behavior car be segregated into trvo categories: sex in
maniage for comforl and procreation. and ser bul ing for fun and recreation with
ftiends. Most societies view prostitution negatively as it compromises the
treasured virginity and purity of women. Nonetheless. prostitution has often been
seen as a'hecessary evil". including by those in the church, as it serves to satiate
men's excess sexual urges, which, if not satisfied, may cause additional societal
or fanrilial problems. These views often result in men who purchase sex being
dismissed or let off lightly from punishment on the basis of their need for sexual
release, while women who work as prostitutes are viewed as culturally and
naturally deviant.

In the West, prostitution appears to be increasingly acceptable. In a London,
UK, study by Farley (2009), men shared that after visiting a place where
prostitution was actively promoted, such as a red-light area, they were more
inclined to seek out prostitution. even if it was illegal. Sixty-five percent of men
in this study also believed that the majority of men buy sex, even though the
actual number of men wlro purchase sex may be [ess. Perhaps this belief that
prostitution is common normalizes it and further encourages its use. Views on
prostitution are typically understood to be socially constructed and are affected
by beliefs about gender relations, tamilial relations, and attitudes toward
rninority groups. In another London study, respondents acknowledged that they
do think prostitution and paying tbr sex is wrong but believe it is inevitable.r The

Stepping Out of the T.fficr

I (Co1'. llovarth and Kclly. 2002)
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Role of PornograPhY

DisciPlines and Services

The exploiter is the ordinary man o-1 woman' not the vile monster and :'=."

popularty demonized i"'t"ti"ttmedia' The exploiter can be a Christian '' -

vulnerable to buying sex' lfan1 ordinarl person is capable oIbeing an e\:

then why is there such a gap in current response efforls? Organizations ti : '

I tlclitor's note: Also see Ilart 3 of the first iiolume in this series regarding the

connections between pornograPhY
'fraliick (ltegnurn 2014)'
s (Liavis, Miles ancl Millcr' 2016)'
6 (Clottman.20l6).
7 (tlnrna,2016).

and prostitulion. Miles and Crawtbrd. StoPPitt'



R 'iv of Pornography
- -: inked to prostitution.a Research antL, .

l, ; -, - -,:tnections.5 Sonte men used pomograph, 1.:- . -.i Sorne men used pornography as u ,i.u, ..- :c\. bul bccause they believecl rhat ri= -

:- ". - . Jo certain sexual techniques, thel, soui::-: ';' : .,rt. The Gottman Effect states that ihe mi.:.- -: - :trreresting those images become, u.hi;_.:- : : :\ pes ol. sexual behavior, and might ler:
:. -' . ; .:rua1 stirnulation, such as prostitution.,
.-: .i.r Srates have focuse<j on enabling men :.
'-.. : i!. have a Christian focus (e.g. Cou.n.,.,
, : : : :., lhese organizations suggests that there ..- - i; ,,:1.. sar thel, are Christians. and those $h,:
rJ;-: ' -r :re also prone to use pomography.T

-:. ',1:i Pro-ject and tlren GLUE Ministries -:,..: ;'t-3S ue had in keeping expatriate mai;
'; ::iit abie to do systerlatic research on th.
: - ..': ' ::iers har,e led us to think that lbr sonr:r - -:,:'.r:-,\ . and sharr.re makes it difficult lbr ther.
- .:: :t: ri jth us (even though confessing to eaci
.r-::, ' t: part ol the ministry). Today.s Inteme:

::' . :-rnitr to access pornography. Interne:::. ,. phrrtographs in magazines of the pasr.:; : :rain to produce an addiction; teenaser.s
= : :\ i-re of addiction, perhaps especially ii the
S i :', Iit.

Srtpping Our oJ r/t,. 1.. -

'.r : l e \pr€SSed feelings of guilt or shame .-., .,: "-lr their use of prostitutes is the result of a seu'--::tsing tolerance of prostitution seems to be .:.r. : :urchase sex"

"Reservedfor a Special Place in He -t 
g,i

to address the injustice of serual e\p..itatirrn disproporlionately focus on \l'onren
and children being exploited, Reaching out to e\ploiters is rarely a parl olthe
mission of organizations and it appears that the perspective of the erploiter r.
preferably unheard.

ln Cambodia, there are around 50 organizations working under the umbrell:
of the Chab Dqi coalition to address serual exploitation. Only three of these are

working to address the "demand" side: one u,ith the police and the lau,. and the
other two with pimps and sex tourists expatriates in their context. There is a ne e,r

for further research on the denrand for the sex industry. specificalll the
psychology behind why men pa1, fbr sex.

F-igure l: Cycle oJ'resportse t

To furlher explain the gap in respon.e er': :. :
response 10 one example olserual erploit.rt: '. -.
of the cycle. there is an acknor.l,ledgement tl^,: -: : .: 

:

sex trafficking leads to some type of resp.-,: :; r

corlbatingsexualexpIoitationrespondtt.i:...:-:.
victims through rescue efforts. Rescued r,;: - , -- -

protection. rehabilitation, and repatria:.i: -:
rehabilitationprogressesandthestoriesois.-*' - :

retributive.justice for exploiters increases -. - . : :r' * r ririlil

properly address the injustice. At this pr-r:- - : r ,lll"'' iLrrrL,

step back and there is a rener.ved focus .i r-: :- - r"' ,, r..i,r

iciplines and Services

::::. :,i \i.oman, not the vile monster and pervert
:. -t::,a. The exploiter can be a Christian who is:,, *.ran person is capable of being an exploiter.
:. ..-rint response efforts? Organizations workins

Respond to the needs
of victims through

restue/escape eforts

Pmie.tlB
rclut{l:teb.rc r-i

rep::ia5-r. r
iil:rnE

Pursue retritrutive
justir.e lor olienders

and legislative retLlml

Pterrention u,ork h
source locations and
intrease in adr.or'acy

Offender
rehabilitation

Programs

Alareness and
orientatiou on the

problen'r

: ; -.:)t r olume in this series regar.ding the
, -' : :.r'.stitution. Miles and Crar,vfbrcl, Stopping tlrc

8 Adapted fiom Miller. 2013:73
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r#ffi "1"'flT;i#il",ifi:ffi 
:fi *:ffi:,?Hff#x;T#f",ffi f; t

ofresponse, there is a gap in response efforts because those offering {
;:Ty""ffffil;i:T*r,ff :rui j'*rffi#,":fl::ff ::ffi|
:llffilH1:tr.2years 

in particular is seen as much more serious *tt

,.Xil:,f'n3,f# ** JJ"ffi iJi ffiT',Jl:ffit TffiffiI
trafficking, and sex tourism. An increase in legislation regarding ethicalt{
could be [.fpn f in curbing the demand for sex tourism' Some goverffiil
implementing legislation to make it illegal for their citizens to engage -l
tourism, *friih tieans they will experience extradition if found out inoou{
outside their own. Other countries have established legislation that rnalrrl
purchase of sexual acts illegal. These laws supporl the work of organizdicl
APLE in Cambodia, which has assisted in the conviction of 128 sex oft{
from 2003 to October 2011' I

argantzalions such as the Intemational Justice Mission, due to ry
resour"ces, public concem, and donors, have focused their energy on prosa{
those who choose to have sex with children. ln some countries, the legal aFll
consent is lower than the legal definition of a child. As a result of this discrep{
in the age of a minor and the age of consent, prosecution is difficult. In ie I I
addresstg the issue legally, only a small minonty can be prosecuted in cur{
x.here prJstitution is iegal. It is important to_acknowledge that legal actirl

"*p"*ir" 
and time cotis.rming; thus only small number of cases make it flrqf,

the legat system. This punitive side of the justice system does not address {
root of the problem.

Value of Education and Awareness Building

In addition to legislation. development of programs to address both suppir . -

demancl sides of trafficking is necessary. Before comprehensive programs : -

be developed, the anti-trafficking community needs to seriously con:.::'
including outreach to the exploiter in denrand reduction. The lntematr,- .
Christian Alliance on Prostitution (ICAP) "exists to care for and con:.:--

practitioners who serve survivors of commercial sexual exploitalion arouni :- '
world, promoting collaboration, providing encouragement, offering r€soui.r,

and creating environments for worship" and yet ICAP recognizes the neec -

include those working with the exploiter as speakers during their g1o::

conf'erence. How much more comprehensive cOuld response efforts be if or=-

anti-trafTicking conferences were intentionally including speakers who lr'ork -

restorative ways to reduce the demand side of sexual exploitatiein?

Discussion addressing the demand side of sexual exploitation can iead .-

useful programming. while rnore research is needed to detennine ::,:

effectiveness and appropriateness of various types of interventions to addre..

clemand, the following afe a f'erv examples. One intervention that mar i=
eltbctive involves providing educational progralns that deter men from bul i:-:
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':rt: in source communities and initi::; ,:* -, ..

..:' .,lthese steps follows an understanllt : -. '::):onse effofts because those of-ferri:: r.:- . r
r,' redcmprion lo cxploiters. The : l- _ :. -.' .'r:ild sex off'enders, because hai inl ..

: , - .tf is seen as much more serious ,a'- , -

: ,:' ) eddressing the demand? Manr i:;:. -, ..-.,
': - .,r address the demand for prostir_: - - :.,- ' .:ilse in legislation regarding ethica : _ - - -
r -: "::i lbr ser tourism. Some gor errit-.;r : *.. r

:, ; .llesal fbr their citizens to engagr - :
.. --:::.tince extradition if fbund out in c,. --.- ,,

:r ;: . .r1, e established legislation that n:;...:, " 
,,

lr.:..- t.irs sLrpportthe workoforganizar:,::, 
:,i ::: : iJ in the conviction of 128 ser rtr-._-:--:-

' :: r:::ional Justice Mission, due to ..:. ..
- . '..r\ ,, locused their energl on pro... - l_

- l:-'n. Irr some countries, lhe lega. ,_.
=:' : ',:: tia child. As a result ofthis diicre:.- .

.= '...nr. prosecution is difficull. In te*. ,' ., r t., itiinoritr,,can be prosecuted in co!r:* r
-i - ::. ::nr ro acknowledge that legal aci.._
:r' : - : ,, sntall number of cases nrake it th:.- _-.
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sex, especially with men qho ha., . :-. .,..: ..; r'-] .rroLlt prostitution, e.g. posters

used in Cambodia to discuss ti.i I . : . .:li rlegative aspects of using

prosl ituled peoPle."

If these men were providecl r'. i::: :;.s,,,:'.. :. .1', iid pr-rrchasing sexual services.

they may be less inclinecl to sLtr\F-- ;--.-:..:trrlt. coulmunity progralns have

aevetopeO through neighborhorri .a::i ..:i.nizations and publication of the

nalnes of sex offenders. Other pros:a;:l: :tl liJress demand have included faith-

based healing and treatntent prosl3iils. uhich uork with l1ten to address

behaviors regarding sexual sin or adJ1.rion, .{dditionally, campaigns have been

developed in manycountries to prtrnlote 3\\3leness and prevention of chiid sex

tourisni in an e1'for1 to prel'ent sex ottenses ratl-ier than merely respond to men

who have already been arrested tbr an otl'ense. The solution to demand is not a

simple one and t'equires much nlore attention and research.

Another approach is to use .lohn Schools, educational interventions. and

diversion ptogiatnt for men arrested tbr soliciting the services of a prostitute.

These schools are several da.vs rvhere "Johns" are exposed to the dangers to

themselves and to the prostitutes. It attempts to elicit a compassionate response

&om sex buyers ofthe-real risks and life cycle ofprostitutes so thatthey do not

choose to clo it in the future. t,imited resources are available to those who are

addicted to sex and looking for counseling.

Effectiveness of Circles of Support and Accountability

There is also a model fbr working with sex oflenders after they are released from

prison. Circles of Support ancl Accountability (COSA) is a collaborative model

of risk management and restoration. A Mennonite community in canada

conceived the project ancl it is now used in many communities and in many

countries around the world. In this restorative justice approach, "profbssionally-

suppofied community members volunteer time to assist high-risk, high-need sex

oiienders as they attempt to integrate to society after reiease from prison"-r0 The

COSA model is based on the idea that ex-offenders need housing, en,ployrnent,

and pro-social support in order to successfull-v- re-enter a community Studies

comparing the relative rates of reoff'ending betu'een COSA Core Members and

matched-iomparison subjects shoried that COSA Core Members had

signilicantly iower rates of any t1,pe of reot-tendirlg than did tlre cotlparison

rubj..tr. specifically a70oh redr-rction in serual recidirism. A recent study on

the Minnesota Department of Corrections COS\ shoried parlicipation in a

COSA signilicantly redriced sex oft-ense recidir isnr. iouering the rate of being

rearrested by 88%. COSA has given cotrlnlunin tlet:r':eis a tangible and positive

e "What Men Should Consider", posters' Available at: [http:i''gmmiles.co.uklwp-
content/upload sl20 13 I 05 lMan-Eg.pdf and http/lgmmiles.co.uk *p
content/uploads/2Ol3/05/Soldier-Eg.pdfl, past accesseil ?8* Osober 2022]'ln
addition, a Volume II in this series includes as soctim on cprnx:dlStopping the

Trffick,2014).
ro d.J. Wilson,'oCircles of Support & Accouatabilig- $-ebsite:

http:/lvww.robinj wilson.com/circles. shhnl.



386 Slep.:- :.

way to engage u ith er-offenders and provides a balance beni e:- :- - .-i-:r{lt:

and supporl that results in increased communify safety.
Despite the proven success, most practitioners believe that j: -,, _ - " e

ln a recent informal survey, contacts of the authors were aske: -:,:.,s 
,llr

the COSA program would be successful, and the majoritl indi;-:;: " , - ,r

that the recidivism rate would be very high. The view of manr t. -,. .irrr

pedophile, change is unlikely. But the above research indicate> r r;- j-
are not suggesting that people should be put in situations uher; ::. . * l

tempted, but rve must question why it is so hard for us to think tr-... - - _.-:: -r
be possible for this group of people. Is it because we find ir ea. =-- .,:.rxr

ourselves fi'om them ifthey continue to be evil, are othered and i;: - _, _

There is an assumption (that is most certainly not challer:-=: - :.
discourse, especially highlighted in the threads of social media pt-rs:. - -" ,
that pedophiles can never change. This assumption, taken :,: -.: .*.
conclusion, normalizes extraordinary punishments for child Ser r--i.:-_:,-
example, in June 2019, Govemor Kay lvey of the US state of A1ab.:-. , :
chemical castration illeasure into law. The law requires thos: - r

convicted of ceftain types of sexual offenses, including child ser i,:;--:-"
be chemically castrated as a terur of their parole. chemical castratirrr-. .^s: - ,

to reduce testosterone to affect the sex drive. In 201 6, Indonesian pr:s ::-
\\'idodo sigrred an executive decree allowing judges to hand dorin a :i-,:.
chenical castration at their discretion to convicted child sex offende:. : -
Poland. Australia, South Korea, Israel, the UK and other states in :..;
States have used chemical castration on sex offenders. There is a :" .
serere punishments like chemical castration will deter perperra:--*:
comrr-ritting crimes against children and that therefore, in some wa\. sc,! :-
be a safer place. Once agaLr, this is an example of a justice,r.rrrr.,-. -
not deal with the root cause of the problem of sexual offending. Does a c.-.-
castration law satiate society's desire for vengeance? Ap Nervs pub;...-.-
interview with steve Hurst, the Alabama representative who iniro,lu;.-
chemical castration bill, who said, "If they're going to mark these chir;-.-
life, they ,eed to be marked for life."lr Does public outrage justi$. a tc:i.
of interest in preventative work? In this article, we want to chailenge this .-
interest and call on the christian community to be counter-cultural in its th- .

about sex offenders.

Organizational Approaches
Even though there is an increasing amount of research that christian:
vulnerable to losing their sexual integrity, there is limited evidence :

understanding and maintaining sexual integrity is being included in training ,

being screened for during the application process. christian organizations n,
to think creatively about child protection and sexuality well before an indir,id
is accepted into ministry. The child Safety and protection Network is an exanl
of an inter-agency response to issues of child abuse and safety in christ

I I https ://apnelvs.corn/arricle177cd I 5 5 i 3 97.14a93 963 99ae6,tr I 09623 0.
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3:: r't 3ntount of research that Christians are
!.,: r:teg1it1,, there is limited evidence that
i: ,-,..i integrity is being included in training and
:: ..lIion process. Christian organizations need
:. :-;tion and sexuality well before an individual
-, : : ;i let1, and Protection Network is an example
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missions. christian missionary agencies and mission-related schools are

encouraged to collaborate in developing child safety curticulum, sharing quality

;;;;;, and developing effective response and care protocols'

Ultimately, there are il*itt to screening and training' All you have to do is

simply speak with the children's ministrytirector at a church about their child

,uf.iy poti"y and you will be told matter of factly thatthey conduct.background

"heci.s 
on ail volunteers. Should that make you feel safe as a parent leaving 

your

child with strangers at church? conducting background checks.for.previous

sexual convictions would rule out only a very small number of individuals who

"o"iJ 
por* a risk to children. Many with addictions to child pomography for

instancemayhaveneverbeencaught.Thosewithchildpomographyaddictions
do not have-a safe place to turn foi counseling due to mandatory reporting laws

irfri"tr is an entireiy larger conversation in the discussion of the "demand" side

of sexual exploitation).
Often, piotecting an organization from sexual exploiters comes after a

devastatin[ incident has 
-been uncovered. For example, the Christian

org*iruti;" Kanakuk Kamps responded. to sexual misconduct within its

ori*irutio, by developing a comprehensive child safety system to prevent

;;;;;t;;;".pona to 
"rrita 

afi',use in u 
"u*p 

setting. They now empower and equip

"u*pi"g 
organizations throughout the united states with a training program that

includes a demand-focused pievention strategy. Specifically, the Kanah-rk Child

Frotection plan provide, u'rr"Opt Out" opportrmltyfor those-suuaeling uift
p.a"prrili" tendencies or desire to harm children to opt out of emplolment or

service before harm occurs.12 This type of innovative approach is needed in der
*i"Xtry settings. Missionaries and bevelopment workers u-ortring in high{i*
environments *h"r" prostitution ahd erotic massagss m ctery mi re4

accessible should ttk" organizational approact€s rhd m'oognire lhE

wlnerability
The bibiical example of Amnon and Tamr csmfuDir$ ll r lrnrsr

theological understanding of reaching ors to {re eryloiEr t] Se-':t'.qimr
"becarie so obsessed wiih his sister Tamar rtgr hE rrrdt t.im,qi: ffi d ih
advisor Jonadab asked him why he looked so tcm:ible dry sfu. {ry- :rm
admitted being..in love with Timat', an4 togEs€r- Am.r&nmism

"p 
*itf, a sce-nario that gave Amnon a!ry.to his rfufo irffiffi,

pLr""A"J to be ill and asled his fathe.r, David" to sd h $;5'1-,D lF
irim something to eat. David sent Tamar to Amnm's hw rd :b m'u
to.up" frit sisier. fnis example shows muhiplepdffi-ufrlnLlmhd
hur" p."r*nted the sexual expioitation of Tmr' -{fu Am r;dh
Tamar's brother Absalom told her to stay quiet' Abcelm bflffi
t"h;d disgracedhis sister andwent onio orderhkumdE.&
f""f "f 

priperly addressing Arrtnon's y*F{!g kd lnrHd
J.Jfr, 

"o 
,ioti*. ebsalom"fled and King oe-tt lqgcd fuBEd

Absalom. In this situatiorr, tt 
" 

result was-fir$erhdilEdqilJ
of those surrounding the exploitation. Hos- do m cdh[fi;5a

Stepping Out oi:,:. -

: : : .. i; ;l-1a93963 99ae64 I 096230.

I 2 https:/,{ranakukchiidprotection.org the-p'':
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exploitation? How can addressing the demand side of sexual exploitaric,. - - ir4h

a conversation with the community about ways everyone plal's a p::: .- rirur

problem, if only indirectll,.
In Christian ministries, where there is a lack of any form of disci;.. - il'

training about sexual exploitation and transparency, it is Lmlikely thar :::-: 'rrs

who has a developing problem with sexual temptation will receive the as: i--:r;r
needed to prevent sexual exploitation. In conducting training in Cambc;. . rrc

participant described to one of the authors about how difficult it had r.=- - 
'lo'

him to come to the training, even though it was a general discussion ai,, -- r,
issue rather than being described as a session for those with a problent.

Christian programs about sexual integrity tend to be aimed at youth an; -: :r:
on abstinence and preventing access to pomography. The majoriq ti-.t-. ,:ri

heterosexual youth; talking with adults is usually done in the confi- =.
'hariage preparation" courses, where sexual activity outside of marriage r-:,
improbable.

Clergv abuse has taken center stage in the media, especially with the Ca:- - -

Church and more recently with the Southem Baptist Convention in the L .. :;
States. This may largely be because money is involved; research into c.-:.
abuse has been conducted to try to reduce the number of insurance pa\. ':l

lniasine hor,v inplementing and researching restorative .justice programs '"i :l
clersr. rito have been rernoved from their positions and been punished punir.' .
c ou I d bene fi t practiti oners addressing sexual erploitati on,

There is room for irnprovement in the services offered to prevent sel:-;
erpitliration and properiy address its impact. However, improving cur-
re S!or1Sc' eltbrts be_eins with challenging theological assumptions and be.r.:,
about erpioiters.

Christian Theology

The lack of disciplines and services related to the restoration of exploiters hi:.:.,,

at the Church's limited theological perspective on this matter. People a::
organizations working in this field should ask: "What is justice and whose jusrr:.
should be pursued?" Is it possible practitioners are missing part of God's call a:.:
heart for restoration and reconciliation? Jesus came to eafth as the example ,. :

the perfect human, oflering reconciliation to all people. In Jesus'teachings
actions, and death, his followers learned about God's character and hou, to i(1.

him in his work of reconciliation.
Thinking deeply about Jesus' approach to restoration and reconciliatic:

includes his response to both the sexually exploited and the exploiter. He make.
the comment regarding the woman caught in adultery in John 8:7: "Let any oni
of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her." Although we are

unclear about the context of this story and why the man is not being addressed-
Jesus' comment to the teachers of the larv to throw the tirst stone is a reminde:
that we have all sinned and have no right to judge others. This is left to God and.
in this story, Jesus says he too will not throw a stone.

'Ihe parables included in Luke 15 ofler a picture of Jesus seeking and saving
the lost as a crucial aspect ofhis approach to restoration and reconciliation. The
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:-i: :rlrners are missing parl of God's call and

1.. 't'- ,Tesus came to earth as the example of
r:- .::irrn to all people. ln Jesus' teachings.
l:. ::j about God's character and how tojoin

' :-:-rich to restoration and reconciliation

- .: \ erploited and the exploiter. He makes

rr -.:,.-ill in adultery in John 8:7: "Let any one

-- ' :, ilrrorv a stone at her." Although we are

s: -. :rd rvhy the man is not being addressed,

. : -: :n to throw the first stone is a reminder
-, - ,-::t to judge others. This is left to God and,

. : ,. :lrrorl'a stone.
:' , .rer a picture ofJesus seeking and saving

,: -' ,: ach 1o restoration and reconciliation. The
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model of forgiveness includes :ir: :- : =' ' , 'rho $ent off to a far country and

spenttheinheritancemone\Lr]ll'''::::':l:"rineTheprodigalsoncouldbe
described as a sex tourist in'rrl..ie:r ..:-.;'i-:re . -leslts seems to warn his audience

that his followers shouiJ erpecl the "r, je: br..ther" type of-response when there

iscelebrationtomarktherestoratllnl.:ire]ostintheprodigalsonparable.We
werechallengedtothinkerendeepeiabor.rtthisstoryoftheprodigal'sonbyone
reviewer of this chapter. Not onil slioulJ ri e erpect to receive lhe "older brothec'

,"rponr" to the woik ol ,.storing oltenders but' unless we are welcoming the

."ir*ing "prodigal ,on'l und r-q.-ticing rvith. the father' we are excluding

ourselves fiom the paln - and thus ., ill b. Iike the son who went into a far

country.
TheoldTestamentexar-npleofTamarandJudahisanotherexampleofasex

tourist (Gen. 38). efter tire death of her husband. and her brother-in-law's refusal

to father children fbr his brother" Tamar was left childless. Her father-in-law'

Judah, refused to give her his other son and told her to return to her father's

house. After Judah's wif'e clied' he went to another town to shear his sheep'

Tamar concealed her iJentity and dressed as a prostitute, waiting for Judah.

mOun a;a not recognize hei and propositioned her for sex' Tamar becarne

;;.gt*;i ft"* JLrdali; 
"ro, 

u.;"g a widowecl woman' was therefore considered

g11ll,l, "t 
prostitution. Jujah winted Tarnar brrmed to death' until slre sent a

;;;;;"g. to hirn notifuing him that he was the one who had impregnated her'

Judah was confronted *iL r-,i, wrongdoing. recognized his guilt in.the situation,

and did not sleep with [er again. Ju-dah cinsidered Tamar more righteous than

himself', and God blessed Tamar with hvin sons'

Jesus is often criticized foi dining with prostitutes and tax collectors (Mt'

g:10_17, Lk. 1g:10. Mt. 2l:32).tax collectois were often linked to prostitution:

..tax collectors are connected in Greco-Roman literature to those who trafficked

in frostitution and slavery, parlicularlyto brotheI keepers and pimps. those most

."Jp""rirrr" for supplyini ruo*", and slaves fbr banquets".rr In Luke I 9. the fact

ifrui i"r* not only i,"ti"ia Zacchaeus. but also chose to enter his home and share

a meal with him trgg.ttu another often overlooked group who need to be

considered. .l"r,r, *.rio where Zacchaeus, the chief tax collector' iived and all

the people begin to mutter because he rvent to be the guest of a sinner' Those

*orlini with"exploiterc oft"n experience Christians objecting to their riork.

Jesuscametohelpsoulsfindtheirrvor'tlr.er,enexploiters.lnJesusChrist.s
incarnation, 

"ro"in*ion, 
und resurection' he tull.v identifi:t .*1t]' 

victim and

offender. He takes the place of an offender on the cross' including his direct

commenttotheperpetruto'onot.resideoihinl'althoughJesusis,aninnocent
victim. The Church has a lot to leam tlonl Christ's ei'ample of love and his

wiliingness to search for those who are lost'

Thoserespondingtosexualexploitationshoi.-c;.-.eStit]nrrhethertheirvielv
ofjustice is as.iust ^ 

tfr"V think' Only God is all '"'- " :":" !''Lrrians oiten have a

distor-ted and limited ui"* orthe world. ofren:l::-.:.. - . :.j. Irr pel'petuatillg

injustice in the name of iustice. one wa,v that t:lls . :..: . ]: ]' -: j..IL1-,J]snizing the

rr 1Corle1, 2002).
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exploiters and putting them beyond redemption' Justice includes - -. -= *

deed as evil and prored;; the ilnocent but also seeking to forgir.e,ar; ::- -; 
rurl

with the exploiter. lt"tiolution means re-eslablishing rigll relatit-rr': : ' I s

God and others. uo* on." at practitioners hord a view of justice th-: - - -,*u

the exPloiter in a restorative waY?

Christian organizations comLating sexual.-exploitation rvill.often *=' rliltr

6'i;;;il;tr;r",,. rot tt.'tir work'-Thev tell supporters that the reqt':;- j'-'"

to do justice, to love *"*V, *a to walk humbly with Cod' In doiir; '. :i:rr(

"r"rrJ"[ 
rrr" implication of the very meaning of mercy - God floi i*- :1]1

sinnersastheydeserve.IfChristiansaresupposedtolovemerc)"'$h3::''::'nrr
mean for off'ering ,.uotutio" io exploitersZ Revenge is Coa'1 !\o1 ' 

I - 
- n

his fbllowers ,.. giu"rii. *iriri,y of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18-l1 ')- C '. 
'- -r

are called to seek and ;;t; forbod's justice' not their ow'n' The sin::: - I

even the sexual exploii"' 
-jit 

:-uined by the blood of Jesus; this is C ' : ' 's

ofjustice. ,_^ L-. ^-+i +.^ffi^Lino nre.r,- ,- y
Whataboutanotherolten-quotedBibleversebvanti-traffickingprac.-..

This verse says if *yont 
"uu'"' 

a little one to stumble it would be ''t-"

them to have a mirrston"e t1ud arouncl-their neck and to be drowned in 1i'.: ::":'

of the sea (Mt. 1g:6). irr".Jnt""t of this conversation is Jesus speakir--;-

disciples (after they utft fli* *f i"h one of them is the greatest) about he" -- -

hurrilit.v of a child t" *i"tif"t f ingdom of heaven' He uses the examp.' - 
'

innocence of childhooJ"t t t"p*tti"ation of how those converted musi " - r

like iinle chilclren to enter heaven' Jesus says he desires his foiloriers:

sinrple a.rd hurnble 
"t-tf 

iia'=* es Johy Giil's Exposition of the Ertri': :

poit'its out. "little onesl'lt not o"fy an indication of age but also of the es:-

the ri orld.r- Jesus does 'oi 
*"" it" laying of a stumbling block betbre a:

and elseuher.lr. r.,o*' f i' J"tp fou* iot-C*t'tltdtt,,,' Butthis verse (Mt' 18:b -

not be the damning t"iat"""l'ui$'ing the harsh typeof justice that forg;-'

sex offender ;n t1. *ot[ oi'*1"^ti1i"iln' The story of Jesus talkinglo the :

man being crucified ,i".gria" him is one of reconciliation and forgivene..

was comPletelY undeserved'

The seemingly i*p"*;f it task of loving the exploiter (Mt' 5:43-48) is :

possibte with God. l"!us *as tt'" perfect examnle of what it looks like to sac:

forsinners(Rom.5:6-11)'CroatiantheologianMiroslavVolfputitthisrr-a.'
we believe rightly in Jesus Christ who unconditionally embraced 

-:1llht =o.-

f",p.t utorr,"ouiheats will be. open to receive others' even enemles' anc

eyes will be open to see from their perspective'"ls Jesus came to seek and

the lost, even the 
".pl;it;;' 

C'n t* ""i 
offer forgiveness' healing' and ho1

these exploit.* th."i;;i;;ily, ir'ot legally? Are we willing to step back t

the seenr ingly+ignteoG ungti "t f-eel toward those who offend sexually anc

God what he sees J;;;; so "offensive?" Can we see their humaniq

il.f"ro"tt and work with them for restoration?

t+ 16i11.2016).
t:1\16lf. 1996).
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)e'. :1J redemption. Justice includes naming tht
:-::.rcent but also seeking to forgive andreconci,=
: :::.ans re-establishing right relationships ui...
, :: j-.titioners hold a view ofjustice that include.
a'

:,:.::rc sexLral exploitation will often use Mica:.
'.,' ,::,. Thev tell supporters that the requirement :s

r: -- .,\ a1k humbly with God. ln doing So, rhe..
i. , :-. meaning of mercy - God not punishir:
s. r: : :re supposed to love mercy, what does tha:
r = : .'r:ers? Revenge is God's (Rom. I2:19), an;
:.:- .-:econciliation (2 Cor.5:18-2I). Christians
:,,- . : s.justice, nottheir own. The sinner-Ie..
Ls ': j br the blood of Jesus; this is God's idsa

i. .. : i. :1e lerse by anti-traffi cking practitioners
s. , -.:ie one to stumble it would be better for
:i - -":' I ihe jl neck and to be drowned in the deptho
r;',.: --: :his conversation is Jesus speaking to hi-.
i. . : -- :t i trl them is the greatest) about having the
." ::l::t of heaven. He uses the example of the

,::).t-. f :tr1n of how those convefted must be made
a', :: . .)us says he desires his lbllowers to be
r r: 'r,iri Gill's Expo,sition of the Entire Bibi.
: .:. ,:.dication of age but also of the esteem oi
i. .-; ,;\:ns of a stumbling block befbre anyone.
i; ,. i -.r children. But this verse (Mt. 18:6) mar
:i: . .:J the harsh type ofjustice that forgets the
rr.- . ;r rril. The story of .lesus talking to the other
:.:. .! .rne olreconciliation and forgiveness thar

r,. - - ..--r ins the exploiter (Mt. 5:43-48) is onll
e :: 'e;: erample of what it looks like to sacrifice
,: ,: ::-.:oiosian Miroslav Volf put it this way: "lf
:: r'-., unconditionally entbraced us, the godless
i .-r:tt lrr receive others. even enemies, and our
i-.: . :;:-spective."rs Jesus came to seek and save
r '..: ;,, er offer forgiveness, healing, and hope to
: --: ,eua11y? Are we willing to step back from
i: .::, tog,ard those who offend sexually and ask
-o: ,:ilensive?" Can we see their humanity and
i :.,: :estoration?
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Conclusion: How Ilo We Face the Challenges Going Forward?

Have you noticed that we like to put sin into a hierarchy telling ourselves that

we are not so bad? When we talk to men in the red-light ateain Cambodia, some

tell us that they would never turt children, not seeing that the person_they are

havrng sex witl tonight likely started their career in prostitution as a child. Even

Christ-ian leaders, in the safery of our home offices, change the website to

something sexy. We may forget that those images were created using real people

and are *t u. untainted as they might seem; they are likely to have involved

coercion and pain.
There seems to be a view in the anti-trafficking community that if a ministry

only reaches or rescues one girl, woman, or victim, that is enough. why is this

same logic not applied to the exploiters? If only one man was stopped, how many

children (or victims in general) could be spared? For example, the documentary

filrn "Neiarious: Merchant of Souls" addresses the sex industry and includes an

interview with Ohad Shaul, a man who was involved in trafficking for 11 years'

He is now a Christian, is malried and, together with his wife, works with

vulnerable youth in Sea of Galilee, Israel to prevent them from entering the sex

industry. In addition, the community underestimates the value a reformed

offender could have, the ways in which this person's insights could improve

response and rescue efforts. The inside knowledge of a trafficker, for-instance,

could lead to better prevention education arnong those at risk as well as more

effective identification of other exploiters.
Another example is former porn producer Donny Pauling. He advertised his

pomographic corrtent on Christian web pages and forums and said he had suec€ss

i".*iting some of his gleatest numbef of clients on these sites. His time u'orking

in the pJm industry tea nim to his view that it is degfading end damaging to all

parties involved. He was drawn to the tolerance message being preached to a

.fno"t, called. XXXChurch. Author Tim Srnith quoted Pauling as sqing {he
Christians l.grew up afound would never talk to a porf, produc€r- much less

broadcast it to their iisteners [...] but they u'ere doing +ings in srrt a differem

way. They were actually loving people [. . . ] I couldn't hes tu.u sa1- " ifl n-as gcrmg

to be a Christian, this is thekind ofChristianlx-olldsmm he.-:ii Parliryuem
on to conyert to Christianity and left the pom fuels:t- F*e ha*me r pilstr md

anti-pom activist.
Sadly, in December 2014, Pauling \ras arcsmd m &rce *uq' st rt4m

including statutory rape. In 2015, he pleaded m ffies ml ryrEaf 
.}s r ;rs'u

sentence] he said he was "motivated by' m lr -ud r rLmcr]mcL i@ffis[ b
children i according to his plea. We wonder if 6ere r'* q(m m hrb C5.rmr
ministry circle who he filt he could ryprod &m ffi ffitilail irE'gs :-
children, This was a man who toured fte wuld Eshg rumk ffie rcl r@: :un
and addiction, yet it seems he did not have a mectmfum" fu'nmmqE r rlliUrcmg
his root sin 

-and 
brokenness' After his mriitim* ffimhiim mmurniqn-

understandably distanced themselves from hirn &" crfltum 516 p 'mgrr eu:
and shift blame and this impacts chrisnims lir.itg fu ffii6 efrrE ffi rffitumt

i6 (smirh, 2ol4).
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ministries prepared public statements, should they be asked to comn:r-r- -u0

Donny Pauling deserve to set.ve time for his crimes and to be remt'" -- rrm
ministry positions? These questions seem easy to answer; almost 3 $ui ::::.rtlr@

witl give you the answer. But we are compelled by a deeper question th - :r*sml

to be asked, beyond the easy assigning of guilt and blame: does Paulmg :.i'3-1('rr

someone to come alongside him to help him find another experienc< - 
- ilm

healing grace and love of God?
What does the limited response to sexual offenders from Christian grc *:: jffi

about our theological presuppositions? There seems to be an assunlptioi-- ."' :: r

exploiter deserves to die or spend their afterlife in hell because a sexual : - -- -l
a life (a sexual sin is worse on the hierarchy than other offenses) 1. :" -;,

exploited the end of a life? Where is the hope for restoration? This \ier' ' -*

irreversible impact of sexual exploitation seems to be limiting the restr:." 'i
effofis fbr victims as well as offenders/exploiters.

In order to thoroughly address issues ofprostitution and sex traffickL:- ',
demand fbr sexual services must also be addressed. There is not a sinlple :-

such a complex problem with so many individuals involved. Programs to sL::' -
those working in prostitution or those who have been trafficked har e :'.--:i

established. and while these programs may not yet be sufficient for the neec. -- .

are rrlore prevalent than programs available to support men and \\'omen '" -

erploit others sexually. Through outreach in red-light districts in Thailar,: *- I

Cambodia. the MSi Project and GLUE Ministries seek to understand ar--

suplroft nten ri'ho fiequent these areas. As infOrmation about these men ha. --,--

_serliered- there has been more opportunity to discover their needs, to ed;:' ,

rhem about alternatives. and to provide them support.

-\seristingliteraturesug-eests.itisdifficulttolabel aspecifictypeofpe:'-
as a serual erploiter. However, recent research in Thailand and Camb.':

reveals some possible trends about men who frequent red-light districts. T:=-,

are a signilicant number of men who view prostitution negatively, which nle.-
they acknowledge there are concerns. Providing them with information has --,
potential to be very helpful, and it may leave room for fudher opportunities
provide additional educational and support programs. While this data provide.

foundation, there is still much room tbr furlher research and understanding aL'c' -

the best ways to address demand and to provide effective programs for tnen r,\ -

purchase sex.

God's justice is holistic and transformational, and his followers are called :

ioin him in his work of reconciliation. People rvho exploit are created in ti:
image of God, broken and in need of a savior. Tlte solutiott starts with
Christian's desire to include the exploiter in the response to the problem. Shoui,

justice hurl or heal? Is it about retribution or rehabilitation? Where is the plac

for forgiveness? How can exploiters be challenged to make better choices. an,

treat people with dignity both practically and theologically? It may be mor

easily understood theologically than practically, especially in the case of th
abuse of children, but seriously considering the restoration of offenders ui'
expose Christians to their own views of the hierarchy of sin and approach t

hidden sin. Serious reflection could result in a very transformative view c

human nature without God, not to rnention the great task God has invited hi
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e:,:nts. should thel' be as..;:
: :tc lbl'his crinres arr; .

' - :celTl eas) [O ans\!cr: r ^'

,'.:e contpelled by a deepe::_.
rltr ol-euilt and blante: i. .. r , -

,r lielp liint find anothe: ;,-,:- :

.:r.-:e\ual oflbnderslrontC:: : :- -- ..t , iiirl

'. . Ilrereseelnstobean...--:. - t.::
:: :r'::t'atterlife in hell because : !:, _.r ... -:
'- ' ; hierarchl, than other o:'=: .: : ., :: - ri-

:'- r:c lrope lor restoraf ron . . . : l
'..: -rtion seelns to be lintitinc::. -.,
'.: l:r-. erploiters.
:: ::,.i> ofprostitution and se\ it:,1-, -_ I r:' ': addressed. lhere is r],ri : . - . -

,,'. :tdir iduals involved. Prlrora:-.. , , -:: *
; .', :i rrho have been traft-ick3i :: : -:-,,-

::i'-' : ::-i\ not \ et be sulflcient for rhe .*.. * .- ,,

,:. -,,-,.:able to support men and \,,::-;-
: . ::.;it in red-light districts in Th. .- _ _. .

:- - E \luristries seek to undersia:; ---::;.:r l.> intbnnation abor-rt these fitet -.:.r t:.:r,.
,:: r :-.:t-tr to discover their needs. Ic -: _ - - r:

:: -J :i.,erl support.
.. . -r ricult to label a specific I pe oi : =-, -

:. ::,::r: research in Thailand and Car-.:-,_ -

i - - r': ii ho tiequent red-light districts l- =-.' i,i :rosritution negatively. uhich n-.--,
.: ., lr'Lr\ iding them rvith intbrmation ha: --.
: ' . .;ai e rooln for furlher opportunitre s

i. j :..rri'r prosrams. While this data pror i,ie. .
,--: r. . :lher research and understandinc abr -: l ::r-r\ ide etfective programs for nren v.: -

r=-..'--rlational, and his followers are called rc
i . ,- i People rvho exploit are created in rhe
:=:.' .,i a savior. The solution starts with a
ir.: : :ii in the response to the problem. Should
.:. :--iron or rehabilitation? Where is the place
:i::-. .-.. challenged to make better choices. and
r.:..-.-alh' and theologically? It may be more
.-;r' practically, especially in the case of the
: rsidering the restoration of offenders will

', ;.,. S of the hierarchy of sin and approach to
',---. :t resr-rlt in a very transfonnative view of
: r..rention the great task God has invited his
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;rploitation.

I

' lrl

.ollowerstojoin.UnderstandingGod.sconipassionfortheexploiterwillopena

.rorld of possibilities t*-u f-'of]ttit' riise' and constructive response to sexual

Reflection Questions

1. How do you define justice? What is the purpose of iustice? Should

it be punitive or restorative? In what ways ihould justice hurt and

in what ways sh;;i;-ii r'e'rz Describ! your understanding of

biblical iustice and reconciliation'
2. ;;;; feel that tt e Cfrurctr welcomes the sexual offender who is

,eplrt rtZ What does repentance mean? What does it require?

3. ilr;; think Christian ministries are interested in creating

il";.;t to frefp ofrenders expenence tle healing of God's

iurio.rtio, and jristice? rf nog why? What is needed to do so?

4. After reading tne ffiter, didyou feel any new stirring of the Holy
' 

spi;i ;&ariing ;;;v'; t"n ioitt in his work of reconciliation?

How can you respond in practical ways?
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